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DEDICATION

To all who choose Jesus as my Lord—and to every quiet “yes” that
changes a life.
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testimony shared; and for the Word that never returns void.

INTRODUCTION

Beloved reader, let your heart be open as you begin this journey. We
are stepping into the living record of what God has spoken in our midst. The
air was thick with His presence in those Sabbath gatherings, and that same
presence can meet you even now as you read. Every line is an invitation to
deeper obedience, stronger faith, and purer love. This book draws from three
Spirit-filled Sabbath services, merged into a single, flowing message.

You'll hear the Lord’s call to return to your first love. You'll see the
difference between fear and faith, and learn how God’s timing outshines
human pressure. You'll be reminded of the purity of worship and the simplicity
of living by the Spirit. The Word here is not theory—it's a call to action. May
your heart burn within you as you walk through these pages, and may you
finish ready to say with confidence: “I am about my Father’s business.”
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KEY POINTS SUMMARY

The purpose of this book is to call every believer back to the simplicity
and power of walking closely with the Lord Jesus Christ — loving Him first,
obeying His Word, and living under His Lordship. Each chapter unfolds a
different dimension of this walk, and together they form a picture of the
abundant, victorious life He has promised.

1. First Love: Jesus Is Lord, My Lord

The foundation of abundant life begins with acknowledging Jesus as
both Savior and Lord. First love is more than a feeling; it's a daily choice to
seek Him first in everything. Without Him at the center, every other pursuit
loses its meaning. Returning to our first love requires repentance from
distractions and a renewed devotion to His presence.

2. Faith over Fear: What the Thief Steals, Jesus Restores

The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but Jesus came to give
abundant life (John 10:10). Faith is the shield that blocks fear and the
enemy’s lies. Restoration is not only possible but promised when we stand on
His Word and refuse fo let circumstances dictate our hope.

3. “My Time Has Not Yet Come”: Walking in God’s Timing

Obedience includes trusting His timing. Moving ahead of the Lord
produces frustration; lagging behind can cause missed opportunities. The
Spirit leads us info perfect timing, where His provision, power, and purpose
meet.

4. Honoring Mary Biblically: Blessed, Not Worshiped

Mary’s life was an example of humility and obedience, but worship
belongs to God alone. Honoring her biblically means respecting her role
without elevating her above the place Scripture gives her. True devotion
directs all glory to the Lord.
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5. The Father’s House: Jesus at Twelve

From His youth, Jesus demonstrated a heart set on His Father’s
business. Likewise, our lives should be centered on Kingdom priorities.
Spiritual maturity comes from aligning our will with His and seeking to be
about His work daily.

6. Commandments vs. Traditions

God’s commands are life-giving; human traditions can bind and
distract. We must measure every practice against the Word, discarding what
hinders obedience and holding fast to what is eternal.

7. Led by the Spirit: Hearing and Doing the Word

Hearing without doing is deception. The Spirit leads us info truth and
empowers s to live it out. Sensitivity to His voice comes from time in His
Word, prayer, and a heart willing to obey immediately.

8. Authority and Prayer in Jesus’ Name

All authority in heaven and earth belongs to Jesus, and He has
delegated that authority to His Church. Praying in His name is more than
using words — it’s praying in alignment with His will and standing in the
authority He has given.

9. Testimony: Freedom, Healing, and Provision

The power of testimony builds faith. Sharing what the Lord has done
magnifies His name and strengthens others. Every healing, provision, and
deliverance becomes a witness to His love and power.

10. Honor and God’s Order at Home

God'’s design for the family reflects His order in the Kingdom. Honor in
the home — between spouses, parents, and children — creates an
atmosphere where His peace reigns and His blessings flow.
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11. Giving and Increase

God’s economy operates on the principle of sowing and reaping.
Generosity opens the door for His provision, not as a formula but as an
expression of trust. Increase is measured not just in material return but in
Kingdom impact.

12. Rest, Peace, and Perseverance

These are not seasonal gifts but daily necessities. Rest is trusting His
work, peace is guarding the heart with His truth, and perseverance is walking
steadily with Him until the promise is fulfilled.

13. One Church, One Head

Jesus is the Head of the Body, and unity under His Lordship is essential
for Kingdom witness. Division weakens our testimony; unity strengthens it and
reveals Christ to the world.

14. Living the Abundant Life

Abundance is not about accumulation but overflow — living so full of
Him that His life touches everyone around us. It is walking daily in His
presence, His provision, and His purposes.

Overall Themes:

- Lordship of Jesus: Every aspect of life must be submitted to Him.

- Obedience and Faith: True faith produces action; obedience brings
blessing.

- Kingdom Priorities: Eternal things outweigh temporal concerns.

- Spiritual Authority: Believers are called to exercise Christ’s authority in
prayer and action.

- Unity and Love: The Body of Christ is strongest when united under the
Head.

- Abundant Life Now: Eternal life begins now for those who walk with
Him.
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These truths are not meant to be read once and set aside; they are a
lifelong pursuit. The Lord invites us into a daily walk where His life flows
through ours, changing us and the world around us.
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CHAPTER 1

LOVE: JE w IS IS LOR
MY LORD

FIRST

D),

First love is the core of a believer’s life — the passionate, undivided
devotion that puts Jesus above every person, pursuit, and priority. It is not only
recognizing Him as Lord over all creation, but personally yielding to Him as
my Lord, the One who owns my heart and directs my steps.

Key Scriptures: Revelation 2:4; Deuteronomy 6:5; John 14:15;
1 Corinthians 6:19-20.

First love is the flame that was ignited when | first encountered Jesus —
the awe, the gratitude, the willingness to surrender everything for Him. In
Revelation 2:4, Jesus confronts the church in Ephesus: “Nevertheless | have
this against you, that you have left your first love.” They were commended for
their works, perseverance, and discernment, yet they had drifted from the
intimacy and joy that once defined their walk.

When | say, “Jesus is Lord,” | am acknowledging His universal authority
and supremacy. But when | say, “Jesus is my Lord,” | am making it personal
— confessing His rightful claim over my life, my choices, my resources, and
my future. This personal surrender is the essence of first love.

Like any relationship, first love must be nurtured. It does not
automatically remain strong; it can grow deeper or it can fade. The danger
is that routine, distraction, or misplaced priorities can cause the passion to
cool. God calls me not only to return to first love if | have drifted, but to guard
and cultivate it daily.
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Why First Love Matters

First love is not optional — it is the foundation of the Christian life.
Without it:

- My obedience becomes legalism rather than joyful response.

- My service becomes mechanical rather than Spirit-led.

- My faith becomes ritual rather than relationship.

Deuteronomy 6:5 commands, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” Jesus later affirms
this as the greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-38). Everything else in
my walk with God flows from this.

First love fuels perseverance. When trials come, it is love that keeps me
from quitting. When the enemy tempts me, it is love that makes compromise
unthinkable. When my flesh resists obedience, it is love that compels me to
say, “Not my will, but Yours be done.”

The Danger of Drifting

Drifting from first love rarely happens in a dramatic, overnight moment.
It is offen subtle:

- Busyness in ministry replaces time in His presence.

- Success in life or service creates self-reliance.

- The noise of the world drowns out His voice.

- Other loves compete for my affection.

Hebrews 2:1 warns, “We must give the more earnest heed to the things
we have heard, lest we drift away.” Drift is dangerous because it's gradual —
| can lose intimacy while still appearing spiritually active on the outside.

Lordship and Ownership
The title “Lord” (Greek: Kyrios) means master, owner, supreme
authority. In the first-century world, calling Jesus “Lord” was a declaration of
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allegiance that could cost a believer their life. It was not a polite religious
phrase; it was a statement that Jesus had full rights over everything | am and
have.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 reminds me, “You are not your own. For you
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God's.” First love accepts this ownership joyfully, trusting that His
leadership is always for my good.

Obedience as Love in Action

John 14:15 says, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” First love
is proven in obedience. The difference between cold duty and warm devotion
is the heart behind it:

- A servant obeys because they must.

- A son or daughter obeys because they love.

When my love for Jesus is fresh, obedience is not burdensome — it is
a delight. Even hard commands are met with trust, because | know His heart
for me.

Abiding to Maintain First Love

Jesus gave the key in John 15:4-5: “Abide in Me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me. | am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides
in Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

Abiding is not a one-time event but a lifestyle. It means:

1. Spending intentional, undistracted time with Him in prayer, worship,
and the Word.

2. Inviting His presence into my everyday life — decisions, work, rest,
relationships.

3. Quickly repenting when | sense | have drifted.

4. Cultivating gratitude so my heart stays tender toward Him.
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When | abide, my heart remains soft and responsive. My desires are
shaped by His desires, and my love for Him grows naturally. Without abiding,
my first love will inevitably weaken, no matter how much head knowledge |
have.

First Love in Action: The Samaritan Woman

In John 4, the Samaritan woman encountered Jesus at the well. One
conversation transformed her life, and she immediately ran to tell her whole
village. She didn't need a training course in evangelism; her excitement and
love overflowed naturally.

This is a picture of first love — uncontainable, spontaneous, and
contagious. When my heart is freshly in love with Jesus, | don’t have to force
myself to witness; | simply cannot keep Him to myself.

Overcoming Barriers fo First Love

life can dull the edge of devotion. Wounds, disappointments,
unanswered prayers, or prolonged waiting seasons can tempt me to pull
back. But the call to first love is not hindered by my circumstances — it thrives
when | choose to press into Him despite them.

To overcome these barriers:

1. Bring every hurt honestly to Jesus — He heals the brokenhearted
(Psalm 147:3).

2. Let His Word renew my perspective — faith comes by hearing
(Romans 10:17).

3. Forgive offenses — unforgiveness hardens the heart and chokes
love.

4. Ask for fresh filling of the Holy Spirit — love is a fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22).
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Returning to First Love

Jesus’ prescription to the church at Ephesus was simple: “Remember
therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works”
(Revelation 2:5).

- Remember: Recall those early days when | couldn’t stop talking to Him
or about Him.

- Repent: Turn from whatever has taken His place in my heart.

- Return: Re-engage in the simple practices that drew me close —
worship, Scripture, prayer, fellowship.

Guarding the Flame

Like a fire, first love must be tended. If neglected, it will fade; if fed, it
will blaze. The flame grows as | consistently:

- Choose His presence over distraction.

- Protect my heart from competing loves.

- Keep short accounts with God through repentance.

- Serve Him not to earn His love, but because | already have it.

The church in Ephesus was not rebuked for lack of activity but for lack
of affection. God is not impressed with busyness that lacks intimacy. First love
is the fuel for every act of obedience and service.

Living with Jesus as “My Lord”

To live with Jesus as “my Lord” means daily surrender. It means asking,
“Lord, what would You have me do today2” and meaning it. It means saying
“ves” even when my flesh wants to say “no.”

This surrender is not loss — it is gain. When | lay down my will, | find
His perfect will. When | release control, | discover His peace. When | give
Him my life, He gives me abundant life (John 10:10).

13| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



How to be a Jesus disciple - about my Father’s business

When first love is alive, | see everything differently. Prayer is not a chore,
it's a conversation. Worship is not a ritual, it's a joy. Serving is not a burden,
it's an honor. In His presence, | find the fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11).

Practical Steps to Guard and Restore First Love

1. Prioritize His Presence Daily — Set aside undistracted time for prayer,
worship, and the Word. Guard it like a non-negotiable appointment.

2. Remember and Rehearse — Regularly recall the moments when His
love first captured your heart. Write them down and thank Him for them.

3. Repent Quickly — When you sense drift or distraction, turn back
immediately. Don't let coldness take root.

4. Choose Worship Over Worry — In moments of stress or fear, lift your
eyes fo Him instead of focusing on the problem.

5. Serve From Love, Not Obligation — Let acts of service flow from
devotion, not duty.

6. Surround Yourself with Buring Hearts — Spend time with believers
who are passionate about Jesus; their fire will help fuel yours.

7. Simplify to Stay Focused — Eliminate distractions and commitments
that consistently pull you away from time with Him.

8. Ask for Fresh Filling of the Holy Spirit — Love is a fruit of the Spirit;
ask Him to pour more into you.

A Prayer of Thankfulness for First Love

Lord Jesus, | thank You for loving me first, even when | was far from
You. | confess that without Your love, | can do nothing. Forgive me for the
times | have allowed other things to take Your place in my heart. Today, |
return to You with all my heart, soul, and strength. Rekindle the flame of first
love in me. Let my obedience flow from devotion, my service from joy, and
my life from intimacy with You. Be not only the Lord of the universe, but my
Lord — my Shepherd, my Savior, my Friend. | give You everything again.
Amen.
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Reflection Questions

1. What does “first love” mean to me personally, and how does it
compare to my relationship with Jesus today?

2. Have | allowed busyness, hurt, or distraction to cool my devotion to
Him?¢

3. What practices or habits most help me keep my love for Jesus fresh
and alive?

4. What is one practical change | can make this week to guard my time
with Him?¢

5. Who in my life models first love for Jesus, and how can | learn from
them?

Living [t Out

First love is not just a memory — it is a choice | make daily. It shapes
how | pray, how | work, how | relate to others, and how | handle trials. When
| keep Jesus as my first love and my Lord, everything else finds its right place.
My obedience flows from delight, not pressure. My service is empowered by
joy, not drained by obligation. My identity rests in His love, not in my
performance.

Each morning, | can wake with the same anticipation | had when [ first
met Him: “Lord, what will You and | do together today2” This is the posture
of a heart that has not only known first love, but continues to walk in it —
until the day | see Him face to face and my love is made perfect in His
presence.
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CHAPTER 2

R FEAR: WHAT
I ,/\\ \ ,b J] ESUS

THIE

FAITH OVE
THIEL

R Jl D

Faith is the believer’s shield against the enemy’s attacks, enabling us to
reclaim what the thief has stolen and to live in the fullness of Christ’s victory.

Key Scriptures: John 10:10; 2 Timothy 1:7; Hebrews 11:1; Isaiah
61:7.

Fear is one of the enemy’s most effective weapons. It paralyzes,
distracts, and blinds us to the truth of who God is and what He has promised.
But faith, rooted in the Word of God, destroys fear and opens the door for
restoration. When Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy” (John 10:10), He immediately followed with the
promise: “| have come that they may have life, and that they may have it
more abundantly.”

Faith over fear is not about denying reality; it is about exalting God’s
truth above every threat, circumstance, or lie. The life of a believer is not
defined by what the enemy has done, but by what Jesus has done — and will
do again.

Understanding the Nature of the Thief

The “thief” in John 10:10 represents Satan and all that works in
opposition to God's kingdom. His strategy is to:

- Steal peace, joy, and confidence through lies and accusations.

- Kill dreams, purpose, and identity through discouragement and sin.

16| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

- Destroy relationships, health, and hope through division and
bondage.

He knows he cannot steal our salvation once we are in Christ (John
10:28), but he can attempt to rob us of the abundant life that Jesus promised.
His tactics are subtle — fear-based thoughts, whispered doubits,
overwhelming circumstances — designed to shift our focus from God’s
promises to our problems.

Fear as a Spiritual Stronghold

Fear is not just an emotion; it is a spiritual force that can take root in
the mind and heart. 2 Timothy 1:7 reminds us: “For God has not given us a
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” Notice, fear is
called a spirit. This means it can be resisted and cast out in the authority of
Jesus’ name.

Fear thrives where faith is absent. It magnifies the problem, diminishes
God’s power in our eyes, and leads to paralysis or poor decisions. Faith, on
the other hand, sees beyond the natural and trusts in God'’s ability and
character, no matter the circumstances.

The Restoration Promise

Isaiah 61:7 declares, “Instead of your shame you shall have double
honor, and instead of confusion they shall rejoice in their portion. Therefore
in their land they shall possess double; everlasting joy shall be theirs.”

When the thief steals, God’s promise is restoration — often in greater
measure than what was lost. This is not just poetic encouragement; it is a
covenant reality for those who trust Him. The same God who restored Job's
fortunes twice over (Job 42:10) delights in turning the tables on the enemy’s
schemes.
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Faith Defined and Applied

Hebrews 11:1 gives us the definition: “Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Faith is not wishful thinking
— itis confidence in the unseen promises of God, backed by the certainty of
His character.

Faith is applied by:

1. Hearing and believing the Word of God (Romans 10:17).
2. Speaking His promises out loud, even before they manifest.
3. Acting in obedience as if His Word is already fulfilled.

4. Refusing to agree with fear, doubt, or hopelessness.

Jesus as the Restorer

Jesus came to undo the works of the enemy (1 John 3:8). Every miracle
in the Gospels is a picture of restoration:

- The blind receive sight.

- The lame walk.

- The dead are raised.

- The oppressed are set free.

- The rejected are welcomed.

When | bring my losses to Him — whether in health, relationships,
finances, or purpose — | am not coming to a reluctant helper, but to the
Restorer Himself.

Choosing Faith Daily

Faith over fear is not a one-time decision but a daily choice. The
pressures of life will continually present opportunities to agree with fear, but |
can choose to stand on the Word. Like David facing Goliath, | can say, “The
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Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the
bear, He will deliver me” (1 Samuel 17:37).

Faith grows as | remember past victories, meditate on His promises,
and keep my eyes fixed on Jesus rather than on the waves (Matthew 14:30—

31).

In this way, fear loses its grip, the thief loses his hold, and restoration
begins to manifest — all because | chose to believe the Restorer more than
the robber.

Battling Fear with the Word

When Jesus faced the enemy in the wildermess, He did not engage in
argument or human reasoning; He declared, “It is written” (Matthew 4:4, 7,
10). The Word of God is both sword and shield in the fight against fear.
Ephesians 6:16-17 calls it “the sword of the Spirit” and instructs us to “take
up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked one.”

Fear is quenched when the truth of Scripture is spoken, believed, and
acted upon. For example:

- When fear says, “You're alone,” the Word says, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).

- When fear says, “It's impossible,” the Word says, “With God all things
are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

- When fear says, “You'll fail,” the Word says, “Thanks be to God, who
always leads us in triumph in Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:14).

Faith in Action: Biblical Examples

Throughout Scripture, we see men and women who faced situations
where fear could have dominated, but faith prevailed:
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- David stood before Goliath with nothing but a sling and faith in God's
name (1 Samuel 17:45).

- Daniel faced the lions without panic, trusting that God would deliver
him (Daniel 6:22).

- Esther risked her life to approach the king, believing that God had
placed her “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14-16).

- The Woman with the Issue of blood pressed through the crowd despite
years of disappointment, declaring, “If only | may touch His clothes, | shall be

made well” (Mark 5:28).

These were not fearless people — they were faithful people. The
presence of fear did not disqualify them; their decision to trust God in the
face of fear defined them.

The Role of the Holy Spirit in Overcoming Fear

The Spirit of God is the believer’s comforter, counselor, and empowerer.
Romans 8:15 says, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba,
Father.”” The Holy Spirit reminds us of our identity, assures us of God's
presence, and empowers us fo walk in boldness.

When fear tries to paralyze, | can pause and invite the Holy Spirit to fill
me afresh. | can ask Him to bring to mind the Scriptures | need and to
strengthen my inner man so | can act in faith.

Restoration Stories: God Reclaims What Was Lost

The Bible is filled with accounts of God restoring what the enemy took:

- Job lost health, wealth, and family, yet God restored him with double
(Job 42:10).

- Joseph was betrayed and imprisoned, yet God positioned him to save
nations and reconcile with his family (Genesis 50:20).

20| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

- Peter denied Jesus three times, yet was restored and empowered to

lead the early church (John 21:15-19).

Restoration is never about getting back exactly what we lost; it's about
God giving us something better, deeper, and more aligned with His purposes.

Faith as a Restorative Force

Faith is not just defensive; it is creative and restorative. It not only shields
me from the enemy’s attacks but also enables me to reclaim territory. Joel
2:25 contains God’s promise: “So | will restore to you the years that the
swarming locust has eaten.” Years of damage, delay, or loss are no match
for the redeeming power of God when faith is activated.

Faith is expressed not only in declarations and prayers but in decisions.
| demonstrate faith when | step info opportunities even affer past
disappointments, when | give generously despite financial lack, when | love
again after betrayal. Each act of obedience is a seed that God uses to bring
forth restoration.

Breaking Agreement with Fear

To live in faith, | must consciously break agreement with fear. This
means:

1. Recognizing fear-based thoughts or decisions.

2. Renouncing them in Jesus’ name.

3. Replacing them with God'’s truth.

4. Acting on that truth, even it my emotions haven’t caught up yet.

When | refuse to partner with fear, | remove the foothold the enemy is
trying to gain. Fear may knock, but | choose not to answer.

Living in Restoration Mindset
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A restoration mindset believes that every loss can be redeemed, every
wound can be healed, and every setback can be turned into a setup for
God'’s glory. It sees beyond the immediate pain to the future testimony. This
mindset does not minimize suffering but refuses to let it define the final
chapter.

Faith over fear is more than survival; it's a confident expectation that
the God who began a good work will be faithful to complete it (Philippians
1:6). This expectation fuels courage, joy, and perseverance until restoration
is visible — and even beyond.

Practical Steps to Live in Faith and Restoration

1. Feed on the Word Daily — Faith grows by hearing the Word of God
(Romans 10:17). Read, listen, and meditate on Scriptures that speak to
God's faithfulness and promises.

2. Speak Life, Not Loss — Replace fear-based statements with
declarations of God'’s truth. For example, instead of “I can’t handle this,”
declare, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians
4:13).

3. Remember Past Victories — Keep a journal of answered prayers and
breakthroughs. Revisiting them builds faith for current battles.

4. Surround Yourself with Faith-Filled People — Fellowship with
believers who will pray with you, encourage you, and remind you of God's
promises when fear tries o creep in.

5. Act in Faith Even When You Feel Fear — Courage is not the absence
of fear; it's choosing to obey God despite it.

6. Worship Through the Battle — Praise shifts your focus from the
problem to the Problem-Solver. Worship invites God’s presence, where fear
cannot dwell.
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7. Reject the Enemy’s Lies Immediately — Don't entertain fear-based
thoughts. Take them captive and make them obedient to Christ (2 Corinthians
10:5).

8. Expect Restoration — Begin thanking God in advance for what He
will restore. Live with anticipation, not dread.

A Prayer of Faith Over Fear and for Restoration

Lord Jesus, | thank You that You are my Good Shepherd, my Protector,
and my Restorer. | confess that fear has tried to grip my heart and steal my
peace, but today | choose faith. | break agreement with fear in every area of
my life and declare that | am not a slave to fear — | am a child of God. |
trust You fo restore everything the thief has stolen, whether it be joy, health,
relationships, or purpose. Fill me with Your Spirit of power, love, and a sound
mind. Strengthen my faith to stand firm in Your promises and to walk boldly
into the restoration You have prepared for me. In Your mighty name, amen.

Reflection Questions

1. What area of my life has fear tried to control, and what truth from
God’s Word can | declare over it¢

2. How have | seen God restore something that was once lost in my
life?

3. Who in my life encourages my faith, and how can | stay connected
with them regularly?

4. What specific step of faith can | take this week to push back against
fear?

5. How can | use my testimony of restoration to encourage someone
else?
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Living It Out

Faith over fear is not just a spiritual slogan — it is the believer’s daily
posture. When | stand in faith, | resist the enemy’s theft, reclaim what has
been taken, and walk in the restoration that Jesus purchased for me on the
cross. The thief may come, but he will not have the final say. My story is one
of redemption, renewal, and abundant life.

This means that when fear knocks, | answer with faith; when loss
happens, | expect restoration; when the enemy attacks, | declare victory. | live
knowing that my God is the Restorer, and nothing — no loss, no failure, no
scheme of the enemy — is beyond His ability to redeem. Every day is an
opportunity to walk in faith, reclaim what was stolen, and testify to the
goodness of the One who restores all things.
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CHAPTER 3

“MY TIME HA! J \vm COME”:
WALKING IN <u 'S TIMING

God’s timing is perfect, even when it doesn’t align with our
expectations. Walking in His timing requires trust, patience, and
alignment with His will.

Key Scripture: John 2:4 — “Jesus said to her, “‘Woman, what does
your concern have to do with Me2 My hour has not yet come.””

Recognizing God’s Clock vs. Our Clock

In our fast-paced, results-driven culture, waiting often feels like a
setback. But in God’s Kingdom, delay does not mean denial. Jesus
lived with a divine awareness of the Father’s timing. At the wedding in
Cana, though His mother presented a legitimate need — the wine had
run out — Jesus made it clear that He would not act outside the
appointed hour.

This moment reveals something vital: obedience is not only about
what we do but also when we do it. Stepping ahead of God'’s timing
can be as damaging as lagging behind it.

Why Timing Matters in God'’s Plan

Every season of life has a purpose. Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To
everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.”
God’s timing is not random; it is strategic. He sees the end from the
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beginning (Isaiah 46:10) and knows the exact moment when an action
will bear the most fruit for His glory.

If Jesus had performed the miracle earlier, it might not have
carried the same impact. By waiting for the appointed time, He revealed
the glory of God in a way that strengthened the disciples’ faith (John
2:11).

The Danger of Rushing Ahead

When we push to make things happen in our own strength and
on our own schedule, we risk:

- Producing Ishmaels instead of Isaacs (Genesis 16) — outcomes
born of impatience rather than promise.

- Burning out because we are running in our own energy instead
of God’s strength.

- Missing divine appointments that require preparation and
maturity.

Rushing often springs from fear — fear that God won’t come
through, fear of missing out, or fear that our needs won’t be met. But
fear-driven action rarely produces lasting fruit.

Waiting Is Not Wasting

In God’s economy, waiting seasons are never wasted. They are
times of preparation, pruning, and positioning. David was anointed as
king long before he sat on the throne. During the waiting, God trained
him in the fields, tested him in battle, and shaped his character in
obscurity.

Isaiah 40:31 promises, “But those who wait on the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they
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shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Waiting
builds endurance and deepens reliance on God's strength.

The Peace of Walking in Step with God

When we are in sync with God’s timing, there is peace, even in
the midst of uncertainty. Colossians 3:15 says, “And let the peace of
God rule in your hearts...” The word “rule” here means to act as an
umpire. Peace acts as a signal — confirming when we are in alignment
with God’s will and warning us when we are stepping out of sync.

Learning to Discern the Right Time

Discerning God'’s timing involves:

1. Prayerful Listening — Spending time in God’s presence until
our hearts align with His.

2. Scriptural Confirmation — Ensuring our actions align with
biblical principles.

3. Wise Counsel — Seeking input from mature believers who can
confirm or caution our steps.

4. Inner Witness — Paying attention to the Spirit's prompting or
restraint.

The Holy Spirit is faithful to guide us, but we must slow down
enough to hear His voice.

God’s Timing in Jesus’ Ministry

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly referenced “His hour.”
Sometimes He avoided certain locations because His time had not yet
come (John 7:6, 8), and other times He stepped forward boldly
because the hour had arrived (John 12:23). His life was ordered by
divine appointments, not human agendas.
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This intentionality is our model. If the Son of God waited on the
Father’s timing, how much more should we?

Patience in the Midst of Trials

Patience is not passive resignation; it is active trust. James 1:3-4
explains, “Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But
let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing.” Trials are often the proving ground where
God develops in us the maturity required for the blessings ahead.

Waiting on God does not mean sitting idly by. It means being
faithful with what is in your hand while trusting Him for what is in His
hand. Joseph served diligently in Potiphar’s house and in prison, even
though the fulfillment of his God-given dreams was years away. His
patience prepared him for leadership in Egypt.

Trusting God’s Delays

A delay from God is never a dismissal of His promises. Delay often
means He is arranging circumstances, preparing hearts, or protfecting
us from unseen dangers. In John 11, Jesus delayed going to Lazarus,
and it resulted in a greater miracle — raising him from the dead —
which brought greater glory to God and deeper faith to the witnesses.

Trusting God'’s delays requires surrender. Proverbs 3:5-6 teaches,
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths.” Even when His timing confuses us, His faithfulness can be
trusted.
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Biblical Examples of God'’s Perfect Timing

- Abraham and Sarah — They waited decades for Isaac, the child
of promise, to be born. God’s timing ensured that the fulfillment was
unmistakably His work (Genesis 21:1-2).

- Moses — He spent 40 years in the desert before leading Israel
out of Egypt. The delay shaped him into a humble servant who relied
on God’s strength (Exodus 3:10-12).

- David — Anointed as king as a youth, but waited years before
sitting on the throne, enduring seasons of hiding and hardship (1
Samuel 16-2 Samuel 5).

- Jesus — Waited until age 30 to begin His public ministry,
modeling obedience to the Father’s appointed seasons (Luke 3:23).

Each story teaches that God’s timing is never late and always
purposeful.

Practical Mindsets for Waiting Well

1. Shift from Frustration to Expectation — Instead of asking “Why
is this taking so long2” ask “Lord, what are You preparing in me during
this season?¢”

2. Stay Faithful in the Small Things — Luke 16:10 says, “He who
is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much...” Your present
faithfulness is a seed for future promotion.

3. Guard Against Comparison — Others’ timelines are not your
blueprint. God’s plan for you is unique.

4. Rest in God’s Sovereignty — Psalm 31:15 says, “My times are
in Your hand...” When you truly believe this, anxiety loses its grip.

5. Keep Your Heart Soft — Prolonged waiting can breed bitterness
if we let it. Forgive quickly, worship often, and stay thankful.
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When God Says ‘Not Yet’

Sometimes the hardest answer to hear is “Not yet.” It's tempting
to interpret this as “No,” but in God’s economy, “Not yet” often means
“I'm preparing something better” or “I’'m protecting you from what you
can’t yet see.” His delays can be shields as much as they are training
grounds.

In those moments, the enemy will try to sow doubt — “God has
forgotten you” or “lt's never going to happen.” That's when we must
stand on Psalm 27:14: “Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen your heart; wait, | say, on the Lord!” Waiting with
courage means holding your ground in faith until His appointed time
comes.

Practical Steps for Walking in God’s Timing

1. Seek God Daily — Build an ongoing conversation with Him
through prayer and His Word so you can recognize His promptings
(John 10:27).

2. Surrender Your Agenda — Be willing to lay down your own
timeline and plans, trusting that His are better (Isaiah 55:8-9).

3. Watch for Peace and Confirmation — Let the peace of Christ
act as the umpire in your decisions (Colossians 3:15).

4. Be Faithful in the Present — Steward well the responsibilities
you currently have instead of fixating on what hasn’t yet arrived (Luke
19:17).

5. Wait with Worship — Praise shifts your focus from the delay to
the God who is working behind the scenes (Acts 16:25).

6. Learn from Delays — Ask the Lord to reveal what He's teaching
you in the waiting, and journal the lessons for future encouragement.
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7. Refuse to Manipulate Outcomes — Avoid forcing things to
happen by your own schemes; let God open the right doors (Revelation

3:7).
A Prayer for Trusting God'’s Timing

Father, | thank You that my times are in Your hands. Forgive me
for the moments I've rushed ahead of You or dragged my feet when
You called me to move. Teach me to walk in step with Your Spirit. Give
me discernment to recognize Your timing and the faith to trust You in
seasons of waiting. May | never compromise obedience for impatience.
| choose to rest in the truth that You make all things beautiful in Your
time. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. In what areas of my life am | tempted to rush ahead of God's
timing?

2. How have | seen God’s perfect timing work in my past?

3. What signs do | notice when I’'m walking in step with God versus
when I'm out of sync?

4. How can | grow in patience during my current waiting season?

5. Who can | encourage by sharing my story of God’s perfect
timing¢

Living It Out

Walking in God’s timing is a lifestyle of trust. It's refusing to let
fear, impatience, or comparison dictate my steps. It's believing that the
same God who aligned every detail of Jesus’” ministry is also
orchestrating the details of my life. Every delay is purposeful, every “Not
yet” is wrapped in love, and every fulfilled promise arrives right on
schedule.
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When | align with His timing, | avoid unnecessary battles and step
into blessings prepared for me before the foundation of the world. My
role is simple yet challenging: to listen, trust, and obey. When | do, |
can say with confidence, “The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous

in our eyes” (Psalm 118:23).
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CHAPTER 4

HONOR \I((H MARY BIBLICALLY:
BLESSED, NOT WORSHIPEID

Mary is honored in Scripture as the mother of Jesus, a model of humility
and faith — yet she is never placed in the position of deity. Biblical honor for
Mary means recognizing her role without giving her the worship due only to

God.

Key Scriptures: Luke 1:28, 46-47; Luke 11:27-28; John 2:5; Acts
1:14.

Mary’s Unigue Role in God'’s Plan

Mary was chosen by God for one of the most extraordinary callings in
history — to carry and give birth to the Messiah. The angel Gabriel’s greeting
in Luke 1:28, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are
you among women!” acknowledges her special position. She was indeed
blessed among women, but she herself recognized her need for a Savior,
declaring in Luke 1:46-47, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has
rejoiced in God my Savior.”

Mary’s faith and obedience stand as an example for all believers.
When told of God’s plan, she responded in Luke 1:38, “Behold the
maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” This posture
of surrender is a pattern we can follow.
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The Distinction Between Honor and Worship

Honor and worship are not the same. Honor means to esteem, to
respect, and to value someone’s role and example. Worship, on the other
hand, is reserved for God alone. Exodus 20:3 is clear: “You shall have no
other gods before Me.”

While Mary was the earthly mother of Jesus, she was not divine. She
was a human vessel chosen for a divine purpose. To worship her or to pray
to her is fo step beyond biblical boundaries. Jesus Himself directed worship
to the Father, not to His mother.

In Luke 11:27-28, when a woman in the crowd shouted, “Blessed is
the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!” Jesus replied,
“More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
Here, Jesus shifted the focus from biological connection to spiritual
obedience, showing that true blessing comes from doing God's will.

Mary’s Faithful Witness

Mary’s life was marked by consistent faithfulness. She stood by Jesus at
pivotal moments — from His miraculous conception to His crucifixion. At the
wedding in Cana, her instruction to the servants was simple but profound:
“Whatever He says to you, do it” (John 2:5). This remains timeless counsel
for all believers.

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, Mary was found among the
disciples in prayer (Acts 1:14). She continued to walk in humility, pointing
others toward her Son rather than herself. Her presence in the early church
was one of unity and intercession, not of claiming authority or divinity.
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Avoiding the Pitfalls of Exaggeration

Throughout history, some traditions have elevated Mary beyond her
biblical role, attributing to her titles and functions Scripture never assigns. This
can lead to a dangerous imbalance, where devotion to Mary overshadows
devotion to Christ. The enemy is subtle — if he can’t remove Christ from the
center, he may fempt people to shift their gaze just enough to dilute pure
worship.

True honor for Mary means appreciating her example without
misplacing our faith. We follow her lead by obeying her Son, not by giving
her the adoration that belongs to Him alone.

Blessed Among Women, Yet a Servant

The phrase “blessed among women” acknowledges Mary’s unique
calling, but her own words in Luke 1:38 — calling herself the “maidservant
of the Lord” — reveal her identity. She did not seek titles or positions; she
sought to serve. In this, she mirrors the aftitude we are all called to have:
“Whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant”

(Matthew 20:26).

When we remember that Mary herself worshiped God and needed a
Savior, it keeps our perspective anchored in truth. Her greatness lies in her
willingness to say “yes” to God'’s will, not in possessing divine qualities.

Why We Cannot Worship Mary

Scripture leaves no room for worship directed toward anyone but God.
Worship is not simply singing songs or speaking words of praise — it is a
posture of the heart that ascribes ultimate worth and authority to the One
being addressed. Exodus 34:14 declares, “For you shall worship no other
god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”
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When people in the Bible attempted to worship angels or humans, they
were corrected immediately. In Revelation 19:10, when John fell at the feet
of an angel to worship him, the angel said, “See that you do not do that! |
am your fellow servant... Worship God!” This shows that even heavenly
beings refuse worship, pointing it instead to the Lord.

Mary, though honored, was a human woman chosen for a divine
assignment. She was not sinless — Romans 3:23 fells us, “For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.” Her own confession of needing “God my
Savior” (Luke 1:47) confirms her humanity and need for redemption. To pray
to or worship Mary is to give to her what Scripture says belongs to God alone.

Jesus Redirected Honor Back to the Father

When given the opportunity, Jesus Himself redirected atftention away
from earthly relationships and back to spiritual obedience. In Matthew
12:46-50, when told His mother and brothers were outside wanting to speak
to Him, He replied, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers? ...
Whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and
mother.”

This was not a dismissal of Mary, but a redefinition of true spiritual
family. Jesus made it clear that doing the Father’s will holds greater efernal
significance than physical ties — even to Him.

Examples from the Early Church

The early church, as recorded in Acts, followed this pattern. They prayed
to the Father in Jesus’ name (Acts 4:24-30). Mary was present in prayer
meetings, but no record exists of the apostles praying to her or elevating her
beyond the role of a faithful disciple.
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The apostles consistently pointed believers to Christ as the only
mediator between God and man. 1 Timothy 2:5 says, “For there is one God
and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” This verse
alone makes it clear that no one else — not even Mary — stands in that role.

Practical Ways to Honor Mary Biblically

1. Study Her Example of Faith — Meditate on Luke 1-2 and see her
humility, trust, and obedience in action.

2. Follow Her Words — Her instruction in John 2:5 — “Whatever He
says to you, do it” — is a powerful command to focus on Jesus.

3. Thank God for Her Role — Express gratitude to the Lord for using
her in His salvation plan, just as you would thank Him for any faithful servant.

4. leam from Her Courage — She accepted ridicule,
misunderstanding, and the pain of watching her Son suffer, yet she stayed
faithful.

5. Emulate Her Humility — She never sought the spotlight, always
deferring to God's glory.

Biblical Honor Protects Against Idolatry

By honoring Mary within biblical limits, we safeguard our hearts from
idolatry. Idolatry is not just bowing to statues — it is allowing anyone or
anything to occupy the place of ultimate trust, love, or dependence that
belongs only to God. Mary’s own life testimony points us away from herself
and toward her Son, the Savior of the world.

In this way, true honor to Mary is actually obedience to the God she
served. Anything more would misrepresent her and contradict the clear
commands of Scripture.
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Practical Steps to Honor Mary Biblically

1. Read the Gospels with Intentionality — Focus on every passage
where Mary appears and observe her posture toward God. Let her example
of humility and obedience inspire your own walk.

2. Keep Worship God-Centered — Direct all prayer, praise, and
worship to God the Father, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

3. Guard Your Theology with Scripture — Regularly compare your
beliefs and practices to the Word of God to ensure they align with His
commands.

4. Share Her Example with Others — When teaching or encouraging
others, highlight Mary’s faith and surrender as a pattern for discipleship.

5. Avoid Symbolic Practices That Blur Worship Lines — Refrain from
rituals, prayers, or devotions that ascribe divine qualities to Mary.

A Prayer of Gratitude for Mary’s Example

Father, | thank You for the example of Mary, Your humble servant. |
praise You for her willingness to say “yes” to Your plan, even when it meant
facing uncertainty and hardship. Thank You for showing me, through her life,
what it means fo trust You completely. Help me to follow her example in
obedience, but keep my worship fixed on You alone. Guard my heart from
anything that would take my eyes off Jesus. May my life, like Mary’s, point
others toward the Savior. Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. How does Mary’s example challenge me to respond to God’s call
in my own life?

2. In what ways have | seen worship misdirected from God to someone
else, and how can | guard against this?
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3. Do my devotional practices keep the focus on Christ, or do they risk
giving glory to another?

4. How can | share Mary’s example with someone who may not
understand the difference between honor and worship?

5. What steps can | take to ensure my theology about Mary remains
rooted in Scripture?

Living It Out

Honoring Mary biblically is not about diminishing her role, but about
placing it in the right perspective. She was blessed among women because
she bore the Son of God and lived faithfully to His calling. Yet her own words
and actions always pointed to Jesus, never to herself.

| will honor Mary by learning from her humility, courage, and
obedience, but | will worship only the One she carried — Jesus Christ, the
Son of the Living God. In doing so, | give glory to God in the same way Mary
did: by magnifying His name above all else. My goal is not to elevate any
human above their rightful place, but to keep Christ alone as the center of
my devotion, my worship, and my life.
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CHAPTER S

THE FATHER’S HOUSE: JESUS
AT TWELVIE

Even ot twelve years old, Jesus demonstrated an unshakable
commitment to His Father’s will, showing us that obedience and devotion are
not reserved for adulthood.

Key Scripture: Luke 2:49 — “And He said to them, ‘Why did you seek
Me? Did you not know that | must be about My Father’s businesse’”

A Glimpse into the Early Life of Jesus

The Gospels give very few details about Jesus’ childhood, but Luke 2
records one remarkable moment that reveals His awareness of His divine
mission at an early age. This was not a story of childish mischief but a
purposeful decision to be in the place where He belonged — His Father's
house.

Each year, Mary and Joseph traveled from Nazareth to Jerusalem for
the Feast of the Passover. On one such trip, when Jesus was twelve, He
remained behind in the temple after His parents had begun the journey
home. For three days, they searched for Him anxiously, finally finding Him
siting among the teachers, listening and asking questions. His wisdom
astonished everyone who heard Him.

The Significance of Twelve Years Old

In Jewish culture, twelve marked the transition from childhood to young
manhood. A boy was expected to begin taking on adult responsibilities,
especially in matters of faith. This was a formative time for learning the
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Scriptures, understanding the law, and embracing personal responsibility for
one’s relationship with God.

Jesus’ decision to remain in the temple was not rebellion but revelation.
It was His way of showing that His ultimate allegiance was to His heavenly
Father, even above the cultural and familial expectations around Him.

Obedience and Honor in Tension

When Mary and Joseph found Him, Mary asked, “Son, why have You
done this to us?¢ Look, Your father and | have sought You anxiously.” Jesus’
reply, recorded in Luke 2:49, was respectful yet firm: “Did you not know that
| must be about My Father’s business2”

This response holds deep meaning. First, He clarified His identity and
mission — His “Father” was not Joseph but God. Second, He expressed the
inevitability of His calling. The phrase “I must” shows divine necessity, not
optional preference.

Yet Luke 2:51 tells us that after this moment, He returned to Nazareth
with them and was subject to them. Jesus balanced His awareness of divine
mission with submission to His earthly parents, modeling perfect obedience
in both realms.

What It Means to Be About the Father’s Business

Being about the Father’s business means prioritizing God'’s will above
personal comfort, social norms, and even good but lesser obligations. It's a
life marked by:

1. Awareness of Calling — Knowing you are here for God’s purposes,

not |ust your own.
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2. Willingness to Learn — Jesus sat, listened, and asked questions; the
posture of a true disciple.

3. Courage to Stand Apart — Remaining in the temple meant being
separated from His family for a time.

4. Obedience in Everyday Life — After His temple encounter, Jesus
spent eighteen years in obscurity, faithfully growing and preparing until the
appointed time.

Lessons from the Temple

This moment teaches us that spiritual hunger is not limited by age.
Young people can — and should — seek God earnestly, engage deeply with
Scripture, and take ownership of their faith. For adults, it's a reminder that
cultivating spiritual discipline is essential at every stage of life.

The temple scene also reminds us that God's business is both corporate
and personal. Jesus was in the communal space of worship and teaching,
but His motivation was deeply personal — to be in His Father’s presence and
engage in His Father’s work.

Jesus as an Example for Youth and Adults

One of the most powerful aspects of this account is that Jesus was still
a boy in the eyes of His community, yet His focus was already fixed on eternal
things. This challenges a common misconception that devotion to God is
something we grow info only after we've “lived life” or reached a certain age.
In reality, spiritual maturity is not about years lived but about the depth of our
obedience and closeness to God.

For young believers, Jesus” example says: Don't wait to take your faith
seriously. You can begin living for God now, using your gifts, learning His
Word, and seeking His presence. For adults, His example is a call to nurture
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and encourage spiritual hunger in the next generation — to make room for
young voices in the Kingdom.

The Role of Preparation

After this temple moment, Luke 2:52 says, “And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” Even the Son of God
spent years in quiet growth before stepping into public ministry. He learned
Scripture, practiced His trade as a carpenter, and lived in obedience to His
earthly parents.

This long season of preparation was not wasted time. It was God's
perfect plan for building the character, skills, and readiness needed for His
mission. In the same way, our waiting seasons can be fimes of deep
preparation if we embrace them rather than resent them.

Aligning with the Father’s Business Today

To be “about the Father’s business” in our daily lives means aligning
our priorities, attitudes, and actions with His heart. This is not limited to church
activities — it includes how we work, study, treat people, and make decisions.
Colossians 3:23 reminds us, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the
Lord and not to men.”

Some ways we can live this out:

1. Daily Communion with God — Start and end the day with time in
His presence, seeking His direction.

2. Obedience Over Preference — Choose God’s will even when it
conflicts with personal comfort or convenience.

3. Faithful Stewardship — Handle time, money, and falents as
resources entrusted by God for His purposes.
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4. Kingdom Mindset — Look for opportunities to bring the light of

Christ info every sphere of influence — work, family, friendships, and
community.
5. Teachabilty — Keep a learner’s heart, willing to grow in

understanding and be corrected by God’s Word.
Balancing Calling and Submission

Jesus showed that knowing your calling does not give you permission
to disregard authority or responsibility. Even though He was fully aware of His
divine mission, He returned home and was subject to His parents. This
balance is vital for believers: honoring God’s call while respecting the
structures and relationships He has placed in our lives.

Disregarding authority in the name of “following God” can lead to
pride and disorder. Conversely, using obedience to authority as an excuse to
avoid God's call can lead to disobedience. Jesus modeled perfect balance
— honoring both God and people.

Practical Steps to Be About the Father’s Business

1. Prioritize Time in God’s Presence — Set aside daily moments to read
Scripture, pray, and worship, making it the non-negotiable core of your
schedule.

2. Engage in God's Work Now — Don't wait for a future “big” ministry
moment; serve faithfully where you are, whether it's in your home, workplace,
or local church.

3. Seek God'’s Direction in Decisions — Ask the Lord to guide your
plans, and be willing to change course if He leads you differently.

4. Model Obedience to the Next Generation — Let children and youth
see you walking faithfully with God so they know what lifelong devotion looks

like.
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5. Embrace Seasons of Preparation — View times of waiting as
opportunities to grow in character, skill, and spiritual depth.

A Prayer for Alignment with the Father’s Business

Father, | thank You for the example of Jesus, who even as a boy was
committed to Your will above all else. Help me to live every day with the same
focus — to seek Your presence, hear Your voice, and obey without hesitation.
Keep my heart aligned with Your purposes, and let my priorities reflect Your
Kingdom values. Whether | am in a season of preparation or active service,
may | always be about Your business. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. What does “being about my Father’s business” mean in my current
season of life?

2. How can | create more space in my schedule to seek God’s direction
daily?

3. In what areas do | need to grow in obedience or submission to God's
will2

4. How am | modeling a life of devotion to those who look up to me?

5. Do | view seasons of waiting as wasted time or as preparation? How
can | shift my perspective?

Living It Out

Living in the Father’s house is not about being in a physical building
but about dwelling in God’s presence and prioritizing His work in all areas of
life. Jesus, at twelve years old, understood His identity and purpose — and
He lived accordingly.

| will choose to make God'’s will my highest aim, to cultivate spiritual
discipline, and to embrace both preparation and action. My life will reflect
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the values of His Kingdom, and | will encourage others — no matter their
age — to do the same. Being about my Father’s business will be more than
a phrase; it will be the defining reality of my life.

46 | Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

CHAPTER 6

COMMANDMENTS V5.
TRADITIC ‘)‘) NS

God’s Word is unchanging truth, while human traditions can either
support or hinder obedience to Him. We must discern the difference and
choose to follow His commands above all.

Key Scripture: Mark 7:8-9 — “For laying aside the commandment of
God, you hold the tradition of men — the washing of pitchers and cups, and
many other such things you do.” And He said to them, ‘All too well you reject
the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.””

Understanding the Conflict

Throughout His ministry, Jesus often confronted the religious leaders of
His day over their elevation of human traditions above God’s Word. While
some traditions were harmless cultural expressions, others directly
contradicted or nullified the heart of God’s commands. The Pharisees and
scribes had developed elaborate systems of rituals, rules, and interpretations
— many of which were designed to maintain religious control rather than
deepen devotion to God.

In Mark 7, Jesus exposed the hypocrisy of following outward practices
while neglecting the inner obedience God desires. He made it clear:
traditions must be tested against the truth of Scripture. If they contradict God's
Word or replace His priorities, they must be set aside.
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The Nature of God’s Commandments

God’s commandments are not arbitrary rules but expressions of His
holy nature and His desire for our good. Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making
wise the simple.” His commands lead to life, freedom, and blessing when
obeyed from the heart.

The Ten Commandments given through Moses (Exodus 20) established
God’s moral law for His people, forming the foundation of justice, worship,
and community life. While Jesus fulfilled the ceremonial aspects of the law
through His death and resurrection, the moral principles still stand, now
written on our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Jeremiah 31:33).

How Traditions Can Become a Snare

Traditions begin innocently — as practical applications of God’s Word,
cultural customs, or helpful routines for worship. But when they are elevated
to the level of divine command, or when they overshadow the heart of God's
instruction, they become a snare.

Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for their practice of “Corban” (Mark 7:11)
— dedicating resources to the temple as a loophole to avoid caring for aging
parents. This tradition looked spiritual but actually violated the
commandment to honor one'’s father and mother.

The danger is subtle: traditions can give an appearance of godliness
without the power of transformation. They can make us feel “safe” in our
religiosity while keeping us from true obedience.
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Commandments Bring Freedom; Traditions Can Bind

Some view God’s commandments as restrictive, but Scripture presents
them as the pathway to liberty. Psalm 119:45 says, “And | will walk at liberty,
for | seek Your precepts.” True freedom is found in living as God designed,
free from the bondage of sin and the deception of self-made righteousness.

Traditions, on the other hand, can become chains when they demand
conformity to man-made expectations rather than to God’s truth. When
keeping a tradition becomes more important than loving God and people,
it has crossed the line into bondage.

The Role of Discernment

Not all traditions are bad. Celebrating Christmas or Easter, singing
familiar hymns, or having a regular order of service can be edifying and
unifying. The key is to hold traditions loosely, always willing to let them go if
they conflict with God’s Word or hinder His work.

1 Thessalonians 5:21 instructs, “Test all things; hold fast what is good.”
We must continually measure our practices against Scripture, asking: Does
this tradition draw me closer to God?¢ Does it help me obey His commands?
Or does it distract from or replace His truth?

Modemn Examples of Tradition vs. Commandment

While the conflict between God’s commands and human traditions
was highlighted in Jesus’ day, it continues in modern times. Consider these
examples:

- Church Dress Codes — While modesty and reverence are biblical

principles, elevating a specific style of dress to a requirement for worship
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attendance can exclude people unnecessarily and is not commanded in
Scripture.

- Rigid Service Formats — Having a predictable order of service can
provide structure, but when the Holy Spirit is not given room to move because
“this is how we've always done it,” tradition may be quenching God's work.

- Cultural Practices Over Biblical Truth — Some communities may
merge cultural customs with faith, but if those customs conflict with Scripture
(such as practices rooted in superstition), they must be abandoned.

- Legalistic Rules — Adding extra rules to define holiness (e.g.,
forbidding certain foods, activities, or music styles not prohibited in Scripture)
may give an illusion of purity but often leads to judgment and division.

In each of these, the question is not whether the practice is inherently
wrong, but whether it honors God’s Word or replaces it.

How Jesus Restored God’s Priorities

Jesus” mission included realigning people with the heart of God's
commands. In Matthew 22:37—40, He summarized the law: ““You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

This means that every commandment and every tradition must be
evaluated through the lens of love — love for God and love for others. If a
tradition upholds these two priorities, it can be valuable. If it hinders them, it

should be discarded.
Avoiding the Trap of Empty Ritual

God is not impressed by empty rituals. Isaiah 29:13 records His words:
“These people draw near to Me with their mouths and honor Me with their
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lips, but their hearts are far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by
the commandment of men.”

Jesus echoed this in Matthew 15:8-9 when addressing the Pharisees,
showing that outward compliance without inward devotion is worthless.

True worship springs from the heart. Rituals and traditions can help
express that worship, but they must never replace genuine relationship.
Without heart engagement, even the most beautiful traditions become
hollow.

When Tradition Supports Commandment

Tradition becomes a blessing when it reinforces God’s commands. For
example:

- Taking Communion regularly helps believers remember Christ’s
sacrifice (Luke 22:19-20).

- Corporate Worship fosters unity and fulfills the call to not neglect
meeting fogether (Hebrews 10:25).

- Seasonal Fasting or Prayer can deepen dependence on God and
renew focus on His will.

The key difference is that these practices are rooted in Scripture and
point us directly to God, rather than drawing atftention to themselves.

Guarding Against Pride in Tradition

One of the dangers of tradition is spiritual pride. When we keep a
tradition faithfully, we may begin to see ourselves as “more spiritual” than
others who do not. This mindset is the very hypocrisy Jesus condemned. Luke
18:9-14 tells of the Pharisee who trusted in his own religious performance
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and looked down on others, while the humble tax collector received God’s
mercy.

Humility recognizes that our righteousness is in Christ alone — not in
our ability to keep rules, rituals, or customs. As Paul said in Philippians 3:8—
9, “I count all things loss. .. that | may gain Christ and be found in Him, not
having my own righteousness. .. but that which is through faith in Christ.”

Practical Steps to Prioritize God’s Commandments Over Traditions

1. Know the Word — Regularly study the Bible so you can discern
between God’s commands and human additions (Psalm 119:105).

2. Evaluate Practices — Ask whether a tradition draws you closer to
God, strengthens your obedience, and aligns with Scripture.

3. Be Willing to Change — If a tradition hinders God’s work or
contradicts His Word, be ready to release it.

4. Guard Your Heart Against Pride — Remember that traditions do not
make you righteous; faith in Christ does.

5. Keep Love as the Filter — If a tradition harms relationships or
prevents people from coming to Christ, it must be re-examined.

6. Invite the Holy Spirit’s Guidance — Pray for wisdom to know when
a tradition is helpful and when it is harmful.

A Prayer for Alignment with God’s Word

Lord, | thank You for the gift of Your unchanging Word. Forgive me for
the times | have elevated my own preferences or traditions above Your
commands. Give me discernment to recognize when a practice honors You
and when it hinders obedience. Help me to walk humbly, holding fast to Your
truth and releasing anything that draws my heart away from You. May my life
reflect a deep love for You and for others, in the spirit and truth of Your Word.
Amen.

52| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

Reflection Questions

1. Are there traditions in my life that have become more important than
obeying God’s Word?

2. How can | ensure that my worship is rooted in genuine relationship
rather than empty ritual?

3. Have | ever judged someone for not following a tradition that is not
in Scripture?

4. What steps can | take to better discern between God’s commands
and man-made rules?

5. How can | use traditions in a way that supports and strengthens my
faith?

Living [t Out

This week, take inventory of the traditions you follow in your personal
life, your family, or your church. Compare each one with Scripture and pray
over whether it aligns with God'’s heart. Keep the ones that point you toward
loving God and others; be willing to let go of those that hinder or distract.
Remember, God’s Word is the standard, and His commands bring freedom
and life. Traditions are only valuable when they serve the purpose of drawing
us closer to Him.
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CHAPTER 7

LED BY THE SP me (T HEARING
AND DOING THE WORD

The Christian life is not meant to be lived by human wisdom alone but
by the daily leadership of the Holy Spirit, who guides us info truth and
empowers us to live it out.

Key Scriptures: John 16:13; Romans 8:14; James 1:22-25; Galatians
5:25.

The Holy Spirit as Our Guide

Jesus promised that after His ascension, the Holy Spirit would come to
lead His followers. In John 16:13, He said, “However, when He, the Spirit of
truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things
to come.”

This means the Spirit not only reveals God’s truth but also applies it to
our lives in specific ways.

Romans 8:14 fells us, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
these are sons of God.” Being Spirit-led is not a special privilege for a select
few; it is the normal experience of every believer. The Spirit leads through
Scripture, inner witness, godly counsel, circumstances, and even direct
Impressions or promptings.
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Hearing the Voice of God

Learning to hear God's voice is essential to being led by the Spirit. God
primarily speaks through His Word — the Bible — which is living and active
(Hebrews 4:12). The Spirit never contradicts Scripture; instead, He illuminates
it, helping us understand and apply it.

In addition to the Word, the Spirit speaks through the inner witness —
a sense of peace or check in the heart (Colossians 3:15). Sometimes it's @
gentle nudge to take action, or a warning to stop. The more we walk closely
with the Lord, the more we recognize His voice and distinguish it from our
own thoughts or the enemy’s lies.

Doing the Word, Not Just Hearing It

James 1:22 commands, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving yourselves.” Hearing without obedience is self-deception. The
Spirit’s guidance is not given for our entertainment but for our transformation.
God'’s Word shows us what is right; the Spirit empowers us fo live it out.

For example, if we read in Scripture about forgiving others, the Spirit
will often prompt us to apply it in a specific relationship. The blessing comes
not from knowing the principle but from obeying it.

Walking in Step with the Spirit

Galatians 5:25 says, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.” Walking in the Spirit means aligning our daily actions with His
direction. It requires attentiveness — listening for His voice throughout the
day — and responsiveness — acting on His leading without delay.
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This may mean altering our schedule to pray for someone, speaking
an encouraging word when prompted, or avoiding a situation that could lead
to compromise. The Spirit leads for our good and for God’s glory.

The Fruit of Being Spirit-Led

A life led by the Spirit produces fruit that cannot be manufactured by
human effort: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). These qualities
grow as we yield to His leadership. The more we follow His prompting, the
more our character reflects Christ.

Spirit-led living also brings freedom. 2 Corinthians 3:17 declares,
“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
This freedom is not license to sin but empowerment to live righteously.

Overcoming Obstacles to Spirit-Led Living

Many believers struggle to follow the Spirit because of distractions, fear
of making mistakes, or reliance on human reasoning. While God gave us
intellect and common sense, these should be surrendered to the Spirit's
higher wisdom. Proverbs 3:5-6 urges, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct your paths.”

We must also deal with sin and unbelief, which can dull our spiritual
sensitivity. Confession and repentance keep the lines of communication with
God clear, allowing us to hear and follow more readily.

Examples of Being Led by the Spirit

Scripture gives us countless examples of people who obeyed the Spirit’s
leading and saw God's purposes unfold.
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- Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26—40) — The Holy Spirit
told Philip to go to a desert road. Though the instruction seemed unusual,
Philip obeyed and encountered an Ethiopian official reading Isaiah. Philip
explained the gospel, and the man was baptized immediately. One Spirit-led
moment changed an entire life and likely impacted a nation.

- Peter and Comnelius (Acts 10) — Peter received a vision and a
command from the Spirit to go to a Gentile’s house, which was against
Jewish custom at the time. His obedience opened the door for the gospel to
reach the Gentiles, fulfilling God’s plan of salvation for all nations.

- Paul’s Missionary Journeys (Acts 16:6-10) — Paul and his
companions were “forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia”
at a certain time. Instead, Paul received a vision to go to Macedonia. This
redirection brought the gospel to Europe. The Spirit’s leadership is often
strategic, placing us where His purposes will bear the most fruit.

These accounts remind us that Spirit-led living often requires us to step
outside our comfort zones and trust that God’s wisdom is greater than ours.

The Role of the Spirit in Decision-Making

Being led by the Spirit is especially important in decision-making. While
God can give us broad principles in Scripture, the Spirit gives specific
guidance for specific moments. Decisions about jobs, relationships, ministry
direction, or major moves should be made with prayer, waiting on God, and
sensitivity to His promptings.

Colossians 3:15 says, “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.” The word “rule”
here means to act as an umpire. If | lose peace about a decision, it’s a sign
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to stop, pray, and reconsider. God’s peace acts as a safeguard to keep me
from making costly mistakes.

Discerning the Spirit’s Voice from Others

Not every thought or impression comes from God. We must test what
we hear against Scripture (1 John 4:1). The Holy Spirit will never contradict
the Word of God. If a prompting encourages sin, fear, pride, or selfish
ambition, it is not from Him.

Three filters for discernment:

1. Scripture Test — Does this align with God’s Word?

2. Character Test — Does this reflect the fruit of the Spirit and God’s
character?

3. Confirmation Test— Has God affirmed this through multiple sources
— His Word, inner witness, godly counsel, and circumstances?

When in doubt, seek wise counsel from mature believers who are
grounded in Scripture. God often uses the body of Christ to confirm His
leading.

Responding Quickly fo the Spirit

Delayed obedience can become disobedience. The Spirit’s promptings
are often time-sensitive, connected to specific opportunities for ministry,
protection, or encouragement. If | sense the Spirit urging me to speak to
someone, pray forthem, or take a certain step, | should act without hesitation.

Acts 9:10-19 tells how Ananias was told to go pray for Saul (later Paul),
a man feared for persecuting Christians. Ananias initially hesitated but
obeyed, and his obedience played a key role in Saul’s conversion and
ministry.

58| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

The Danger of Ignoring the Spirit’s Leading

Ignoring the Spirit’s direction can lead to missed opportunities, spiritual
stagnation, or even danger. Israel’s refusal to follow God’s leading into the
Promised Land resulted in forty years of wandering in the wilderness (Numbers
14). Likewise, quenching or grieving the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19;
Ephesians 4:30) diminishes our effectiveness and intimacy with God.

Growing in Sensitivity to the Spirit

Sensitivity to the Spirit grows through practice. Hebrews 5:14 says, “But
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” The more
| step out in faith and follow His leading, the more clearly | recognize His
voice.

Practical ways to grow in sensitivity:

- Spend consistent time in prayer and worship.

- Meditate on and memorize Scripture.

- Obey quickly when prompted.

- Keep a journal of promptings and the outcomes.

- Remove distractions that dull your spiritual hearing.

Over time, hearing and following the Spirit becomes as natural as
breathing — a constant awareness of His presence and direction.

Practical Steps to Be Led by the Spirit

1. Start Your Day with Surrender — Begin each morning with a simple
prayer: “Holy Spirit, | yield to Your leadership today. Guide my thoughts,
words, and actions.”

2. Stay in the Word — Read Scripture daily. The Spirit will often highlight
verses that apply to your current situations.

59| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



How to be a Jesus disciple - about my Father’s business

3. Listen Throughout the Day — Keep your heart open to His
promptings, even in ordinary moments.

4. Test Every Leading — Compare what you sense with God’s Word,
His character, and the counsel of mature believers.

5. Act Without Delay — When you know the Spirit is leading you, take
action immediately.

6. Journal and Reflect — Record instances when you sensed the Spirit’s
guidance and how you responded. Look for patterns in how He speaks to
you.

7. Stay Humble and Teachable — Remain open to correction and
growth. Even mature believers can miss it at times.

8. Guard Your Sensitivity — Avoid sin, bitterness, or distractions that
dull your ability to hear God clearly.

A Prayer to Be Led by the Spirit

Lord Jesus, thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to guide me into all
truth. | surrender my plans, desires, and understanding to You. Teach me to
hear Your voice clearly and obey quickly. Remove anything in my life that
hinders my sensitivity to Your leading. Let me walk in step with the Spirit every
moment, producing fruit that glorifies You. | choose to trust Your wisdom
above my own, knowing that Your ways are higher and better. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. How do | currently discern the Holy Spirit’s leading in my daily life?

2. When was the last time | obeyed a prompting from the Spirit, and
what was the outcome?

3. What distractions or habits might be dulling my ability to hear from
God?

4. Do | tend to delay obedience? How can | practice quicker responses
to His leading?
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5. Which area of my life most needs the Spirit’s direction right now?
Living It Out

Being led by the Spirit is not an occasional event; it is the ongoing
rhythm of the Christian life. Each day offers new opportunities to hear His
voice, trust His wisdom, and obey His direction. The more | walk in step with
Him, the more | will see His hand at work in every detail. My part is to listen,
trust, and obey — knowing that the Spirit’s guidance always leads me into

God'’s best.
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CHAPTER 8

'Y RAYER IN
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AUTHC

Believers have been given the authority of Jesus’ name to pray, declare,
and act according to His will, bringing Heaven's redlities into earthly
situations.

Key Scriptures: John 14:13-14; Luke 10:19; Philippians 2:9-11; Acis
3:6.

The name of Jesus is not merely a closing statement at the end of a
prayer. It is the representation of His person, power, and authority. To pray in
Jesus’ name is to stand in His place, as His representative, and to call upon
His authority to bring about what is in line with His will.

John 14:13-14 records Jesus’ promise: “And whatever you ask in My
name, that | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask
anything in My name, | will do it.” This promise is rooted in relationship, not
in a formula. It is not a magic phrase but a declaration that | am coming
before God under the authority of Jesus Himself.

Understanding Spiritual Authority

Authority is delegated power. A police officer directing traffic does not
have the strength to stop a car by force, but the authority of the government
stands behind him. In the same way, my authority in prayer comes not from
my own ability, but from the One who has all authority in Heaven and on

earth (Matthew 28:18).
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Luke 10:19 says, “Behold, | give you the authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing
shall by any means hurt you.” Jesus delegated His authority to His disciples
— and by extension, to us as His followers — so that we could overcome the
works of the enemy.

The Power of the Name Above Every Name

Philippians 2:9—-11 declares, “Therefore God also has highly exalted
Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth,
and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

The name of Jesus carries unmatched power in both the natural and
spiritual realms. Demons flee at His name (Mark 16:17), sickness is healed
in His name (Acts 3:6), and salvation comes through His name (Acts 4:12).

When | pray in Jesus’ name, | am invoking the highest authority in the
universe. But with that privilege comes responsibility — | must ensure that my
requests align with His will, His Word, and His character.

Praying in Alignment with His Will

1 John 5:14-15 gives a vital key: “Now this is the confidence that we
have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And
if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we have asked of Him.”

Praying in Jesus’ name means more than just saying the words; it
means praying according to His will. When my desires align with His
purposes, | can pray boldly, knowing that Heaven backs my request.
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The Early Church Model

The book of Acts shows us how the early believers understood and used
the authority of Jesus’ name. In Acts 3, Peter and John encountered a lame
man at the temple gate. Peter declared, “Silver and gold | do not have, but
what | do have | give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up
and walk.” Immediately, the man was healed, and the miracle drew a crowd,
leading to the preaching of the gospel.

Notice that Peter did not beg God to heal the man; he exercised the
authority he had been given in Jesus’ name. The authority was not in Peter’s
ability but in the name of Jesus.

Misusing the Name

Acts 19:13-16 records the story of the seven sons of Sceva, Jewish
exorcists who tried to use the name of Jesus without truly knowing Him. The
evil spirit responded, “Jesus | know, and Paul | know; but who are you?2” and
overpowered them. This reminds me that spiritual authority comes through
relationship with Christ, not through empty words or rituals.

To use Jesus’ name effectively, | must abide in Him, walk in obedience,
and live under His lordship. The authority is real — but it flows from intimacy
with the One who gives it.

Authority in Spiritual Warfare

When | face opposition from the enemy, | don't have to cower in fear. |
have been given authority in Christ to resist, rebuke, and overcome. James
4.7 tells me, “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from

"

you.
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The process begins with submission — acknowledging God's authority
over my life. From that position, | can resist the enemy with confidence,
knowing that the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead lives in me

(Romans 8:11).

Ephesians 6:10-18 outlines the armor of God, which is my defense
and offense in spiritual battles. The sword of the Spirit — the Word of God
— becomes especially powerful when spoken in Jesus’ name. The enemy
cannot stand against the authority of God’s Word declared under the
authority of Christ.

Using the Name of Jesus in Daily Life

The authority of Jesus’ name is not reserved for church services or
dramatic moments; it is meant for everyday life. | can pray in His name over
my family, my workplace, my health, my finances, and my decisions.

When fear tries to take hold, | can declare, “In the name of Jesus, |
refuse fear and receive peace.” When sickness comes, | can pray, “In Jesus’
name, | speak healing according to His Word.” When conflict arises, | can
speak, “In Jesus’ name, | release forgiveness and invite His reconciliation.”

The more | use His name with faith and understanding, the more
natural it becomes to operate in His delegated authority.

The Role of Faith in Using His Name

Authority without faith is like having a loaded weapon but never pulling
the trigger. In Acts 3, Peter’s command for the lame man to walk was coupled
with faith in Jesus” name: “And His name, through faith in His name, has
made this man strong” (Acts 3:16).
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Faith is what activates the authority. If | speak in Jesus’ name but doubt
that anything will happen, | am undermining the very authority I've been
given. Faith is not based on feelings; it is grounded in the unchanging truth
of who Jesus is and what He has promised.

Guarding Against Misunderstanding

Some may misunderstand the authority of Jesus’ name as a guarantee
that God will grant any request. But Jesus is not a genie who fulfills every
personal wish. Authority is not about getting my will done in Heaven; it is
about getting Heaven's will done on earth (Matthew 6:10).

Praying in His name means representing His interests, not mine. [t
means asking, speaking, and acting in a way that reflects His character and
purposes. When my will is surrendered to His, the authority of His name
becomes a mighty tool for transformation.

Walking in Obedience and Holiness

Authority is strengthened through obedience. Disobedience dulls my
confidence in prayer because sin creates distance in my fellowship with God.
While my position in Christ is secure, my ability to operate in authority is
connected to my walk with Him.

John 15:7 gives this condition for answered prayer: “If you abide in
Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be
done for you.” Abiding means staying connected, obedient, and responsive
to His voice. When | live this way, my prayers naturally align with His heart,
and my use of His name becomes more effective.

Testimonies of Authority in Action
| have seen the authority of Jesus’ name change impossible situations:
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- A believer prayed over a child with a high fever, and within minutes,
the fever broke.

- A couple facing foreclosure prayed in agreement in Jesus’ name, and
a financial breakthrough came just in time.

- In a dangerous situation, a woman called on the name of Jesus, and
the threat was suddenly removed.

Each story has the same source — not human strength, but the
authority and power of Jesus’ name.

Practical Steps to Walk in Authority and Pray in Jesus’ Name

1. Know Your Identity — Remember you are a child of God and a joint-
heir with Christ (Romans 8:17). Authority flows from who you are in Him.

2. Abide in His Word — Fill your heart and mind with Scripture so you
can pray in alignment with His will (John 15:7).

3. Pray Boldly — Approach the throne of grace with confidence, not
timidity (Hebrews 4:16).

4. Speak the Word in His Name — Combine the authority of Scripture
with the authority of Jesus’ name to confront spiritual opposition.

5. Stay Submitted to God — Authority works when you are under
God'’s authority. Submission is the foundation (James 4:7).

6. Exercise Authority Daily — Don't wait for a crisis. Practice using the
name of Jesus in everyday situations.

7. Refuse Fear — Fear undermines faith; replace it with trust in God’s
promises (2 Timothy 1:7).

8. Give God the Glory — Always acknowledge that the power comes
from Him, not from you (Acts 3:12).

A Prayer for Authority and Boldness in Jesus’ Name

Lord Jesus, | thank You for giving me the authority of Your name. Teach
me to pray, speak, and act in alignment with Your will. Remove any fear,
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doubt, or unbelief from my heart. Help me to abide in You, so that my prayers
flow from intimacy with You. | declare that every area of my life is under Your
lordship. | resist the enemy in Your name and take hold of every promise You
have given me. Let my life be a testimony to the power and authority of the
name of Jesus. Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. How often do | pray using the authority of Jesus’ name, and do | fully
understand what that means?

2. In what areas of my life have | been tolerating the enemy’s influence
instead of exercising my authority?

3. How can | ensure my prayers align with God'’s will rather than my
own desires?

4. What Scriptures can | begin declaring in Jesus’ name over my current
challenges?

5. Who in my life needs to understand the power of praying in Jesus’
name, and how can | teach or encourage them?

Living [t Out

| choose fo live every day under the covering of Jesus’ authority. | will
not treat His name as a mere religious phrase but as the key to Heaven's
resources and the banner of victory over every attack. When | pray, | will pray
with faith, knowing that His name is above every name. When | speak His
name, | will do so in reverence and with confidence, expecting results that
align with His will. My life will reflect the truth that in Jesus’ name, nothing is
impossible.
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CHAPTER 9

TESTIMONY: FREEDOM,
HEALING, AND PROVISION

The testimony of Jesus is both a record of what He has done and a
prophetic declaration of what He will do again.

Key Scriptures: Revelation 12:11; Psalm 103:2-5; Mark 5:19-20;
John 9:25.

Testimony is not merely a personal story; it is a weapon in spiritual
warfare and a seed for future miracles. Revelation 12:11 says, “And they
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony,
and they did not love their lives to the death.” The enemy is silenced when
the believer proclaims what God has done.

When | share how Christ set me free, healed my body, or provided for
my needs, | am not just recalling the past — | am reminding myself, the
hearer, and even the powers of darkness that the same Jesus who acted then
is alive and active now. A testimony is an anchor for my faith and an invitation
for God to move again.

Psalm 103:2-5 tells me, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,
Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness
and fender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your
youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” Every one of these benefits is a testimony
In motion.
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| think of the man in Mark 5 whom Jesus delivered from a legion of
demons. Afterward, Jesus told him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them
what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had
compassion on you.” He obeyed, and the Decapolis heard the good news.
His testimony was his ministry.

The enemy tries to shame believers into silence about their testimonies.
He whispers, “People will think you're exaggerating. They won’t understand.
They'll mock you.” But | have learned that my job is to tell the truth of what
God has done; the results belong to Him. My story might be the very thing
someone else needs to believe for their own miracle.

Freedom Through the Power of Christ

Freedom in Christ is not theoretical; it is real, tangible, and
transformational. | have seen bondages break instantly — addictions
severed, fear replaced with peace, bitterness dissolved into forgiveness —
when the presence of Jesus invades a life. John 8:36 declares, “Therefore if
the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”

Freedom begins at salvation when the chains of sin are broken, but it
continues as the Holy Spirit renews the mind and heals the heart. | have
walked with people who thought they would never escape their past, yet today
they are living testimonies that nothing is too hard for the Lord.

Sometimes freedom s instant, and sometimes it is a process — step by
step, choice by choice. Butin every case, the victory is rooted in Jesus’ finished
work. My festimony of freedom is not about my willpower; it is about His
power.
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Healing as Part of God’s Nature

Healing is not just something God does; it is who He is. Exodus 15:26
reveals one of His covenant names: “I am the Lord who heals you.” Jesus’
ministry was filled with healing, and Hebrews 13:8 assures me, “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

| have personally witnessed healings that defy medical explanation —
cancers disappearing, chronic pain vanishing, sight restored, emotional
wounds healed after decades. Each healing is a testimony that points to the
Healer.

Even when healing comes through medical means, it is still God’s hand
at work. He gives wisdom to doctors, skill to surgeons, and knowledge for
treatments. My testimony of healing may involve a miracle moment or a long
journey, but in both, God's faithfulness shines.

Provision That Glorifies God

Provision is not just about money; it is about God meeting needs in
every area of life — finances, relationships, opportunities, open doors.
Philippians 4:19 promises, “And my God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

| recall seasons when resources seemed nonexistent, yet God provided
through unexpected channels — a check in the mail, groceries left on the
doorstep, a job offer at the perfect time. Each provision is a reminder that |
am not my own source; He is.

Provision also comes as wisdom to steward what | have, favor that
opens doors no résumé could, and strength to endure until the answer
comes. My testimony of provision builds faith that God's resources are
limitless and His timing is perfect.
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When Freedom, Healing, and Provision Intersect

Often, God’s work in my life doesnt happen in isolated categories.
Freedom, healing, and provision weave together into a single testimony that
reveals His wholeness. For example, a person set free from addiction may
also experience physical healing as their body recovers and financial
provision as they return to work. God's restoration is comprehensive because
He redeems the whole person — spirit, soul, and body (1 Thessalonians

5:23).

In the Gospels, many who were healed also had their sins forgiven
(Mark 2:5-12), and those who were delivered found themselves restored to
community (Luke 8:35-39). These overlapping testimonies remind me that
Jesus is not a partial Savior. His work reaches into every part of life.

Testimony as a Prophetic Declaration

Revelation 19:10 says, “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.” This means that when | share what Jesus has done, | am declaring
that He is willing and able to do it again. Testimonies are not meant to gather
dust; they are meant to spark faith in others.

| remember sharing about a financial miracle God had given me —
and right after, someone in the room said, “If God did that for you, He can
do it for me.” Within weeks, they had their own breakthrough. This is why the
enemy works to keep believers quiet. A silenced testimony is a missed
opportunity for God'’s glory to multiply.

Guarding the Integrity of a Testimony

While | am called to share my testimony, | must guard its integrity by
being truthful and honoring God above all. | never exaggerate details to
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make it more dramatic. God’s work is powerful enough without
embellishment. The goal is not to impress people but to point them to Jesus.

It's also wise to consider the timing and setting for sharing certain
testimonies. Some stories are best told in personal conversations, while others
can be shared publicly. The Holy Spirit will guide me in how and when to
speak.

Overcoming Fear of Sharing

Many believers hesitate to share their testimonies because of fear —
fear of rejection, ridicule, or being misunderstood. But 2 Timothy 1:7 reminds
me, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and
of a sound mind.” Testimony is not about me looking perfect; it's about Him
showing Himself strong in my weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).

When | overcome that fear and share my story, it not only builds others’
faith but also strengthens my own. Speaking out loud what God has done
reminds me of His faithfulness and reaffirms that | am living in His ongoing
grace.

Living as a Walking Testimony

Ultimately, my life itself should be a testimony. The way | love, forgive,
serve, and endure speaks volumes about the One who has transformed me.
2 Corinthians 3:2-3 says, “You are our epistle written in our hearts, known
and read by all men; clearly you are an epistle of Christ... written not with
ink but by the Spirit of the living God.”

It's not just the dramatic moments of deliverance or provision that
matter; it's the daily faithfulness, the quiet trust, the peace that surpasses
understanding in the midst of trials. Those who watch my life may never hear
me preach a sermon, but they will see Christ in my actions.
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The Eternal Weight of Testimony

Every testimony has eternal impact. Long affer I'm gone, my story can
still inspire, encourage, and point people to Jesus. Whether written in a
journal, recorded in audio or video, or passed down through family,
testimonies carry the fragrance of Christ into future generations.

That's why | choose to steward my testimony well — to remember it,
share it, and live in a way that continues to add new chapters. My life with
Christ is an unfolding testimony of His goodness, and | want every part of it
to give Him glory.

Practical Steps to Live and Share Your Testimony

1. Write It Down — Keep a written record of what God has done.
Include dates, details, and Scriptures that were meaningful in that season
(Psalm 77:11).

2. Speak It Regularly — Look for natural opportunities to share — in
conversations, small groups, or even social media — always pointing back
to Jesus as the hero of the story (Mark 5:19).

3. Connect It to Scripture — Show others how your testimony aligns
with God’s Word, so it builds their faith in His promises.

4. Protect the Glory — Never let the festimony become about you.
Deflect praise to the Lord; make sure He gets the honor (Isaiah 42:8).

5. Update It Often — God's work in your life is ongoing. Share fresh
testimonies alongside the older ones to show His faithfulness across seasons.

6. Use Discernment — Ask the Holy Spirit when and how to share.
Some details are meant for private encouragement rather than public
broadcast.
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A Prayer of Thankfulness for Testimony

Lord Jesus, | thank You for the freedom, healing, and provision You
have brought into my life. | acknowledge that every breakthrough, every
answered prayer, every act of restoration is because of Your mercy and power.
Give me boldness to share my testimony without fear or hesitation, so that
others may come to know You as Deliverer, Healer, and Provider. Use my
story to ignite faith, bring hope, and glorify Your name. Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. When was the last time | shared my testimony with someone? What
was their response?

2. What specific act of God in my life do | need to record so | won't
forget ite

3. Have | ever let fear keep me from sharing my story? How can |
overcome that?

4. Which part of my testimony might God want to use right now to
encourage someone else?

5. How does my ongoing walk with the Lord add new chapters to my
testimony?

Living It Out

| choose to live as a walking testimony of God’s goodness. My life will
be an open book, written by His hand, that others can read and find hope. |
will not hide what He has done; | will proclaim it in confidence, knowing that
my story has the power — through the Spirit — to help others find the same
freedom, healing, and provision | have experienced. Each day, | will look for
opportunities to say, “Look what the Lord has done!” — not just with my
words, but with my life.
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CHAPTER 10

HONOR AND GOD’S ORDER /
I H(DWH

God's design for the home is built on honor, love, and submission to
His authority. When His order is followed, the home becomes a place of
peace, unity, and blessing.

Key Scriptures: Ephesians 5:21-33; Colossians 3:18-21; Exodus
20:12.

The home is the first place where God'’s principles of honor are learned
and lived out. It is in the relationships of family life that we practice love,
patience, forgiveness, and respect. God’s order for the home is not about
domination or control, but about mutual submission and selfless service
motivated by love.

Ephesians 5:21 sets the tone: “Submitting to one another in the fear of
God.” Submission in the home is a two-way street — it begins with a heart
surrendered to Christ and flows into how we treat each other in daily life.

Honor as a Foundation

The fifth commandment says, “Honor your father and your mother, that
your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you”
(Exodus 20:12). This is the first commandment with a promise. Honoring
parents is not limited to childhood; it is a lifelong posture of respedt, care,
and gratitude.

In the same way, parents are called to live honorably before their
children, setting an example of integrity and faithfulness. Colossians 3:21

76| Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

warns, “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged.” Honor flows both ways — children to parents and parents to
children.

God’s Order for Marriage

Ephesians 5 outlines God’s design for the husband and wife
relationship. Husbands are commanded to love their wives “just as Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (v. 25). This is a sacrificial,
servant-hearted love that seeks the other’s good above one’s own.

Wives are called to respect and support their husbands, trusting God’s
design for spiritual leadership in the home (v. 22-24). This is not about
inferiority but about alignment with God’s structure. When both husband and
wife submit first to Christ and then to each other, the result is unity, trust, and
mutual blessing.

Children in God’s Order

Children are instructed to obey their parents “in the Lord” (Ephesians
6:1). Obedience to parents is a training ground for obedience to God.
Parents, in turn, are fo nurture their children, feaching them God’s ways
through instruction and example.

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and
when he is old he will not depart from it.” Training involves intentional
teaching, consistent discipline, and abundant encouragement.
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The Role of Love in God’s Order

Love is the glue that holds God's order together. Without love, authority
becomes harsh, and obedience becomes grudging. 1 Corinthians 13
describes love as patient, kind, and selfless — the kind of love that transforms
the home into a reflection of Christ’s love for His church.

When love is central, correction is given with gentleness, service is
offered without resentment, and communication builds trust rather than
tearing it down. God's order in the home is never meant to be cold or
mechanical; it is meant to be life-giving and filled with grace.

Authority and Servanthood

In God's kingdom, authority is expressed through servanthood. Jesus
modeled this when He washed His disciples’ feet (John 13:14-15). In the
home, leaders are those who serve — husbands serving wives, parents
serving children, and each family member seeking the well-being of the
others.

This servant-leadership reflects the heart of Christ and fosters an
atmosphere where every member feels valued and secure.

Blessings of Living in God’s Order

When God's order is followed in the home, His blessings flow. Psalm
133:1-3 shows that unity attracts God’s presence and favor: “Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unityl... For
there the Lord commanded the blessing — life forevermore.”

Homes that honor God'’s structure experience greater peace, healthier
relationships, and spiritual fruitfulness. God'’s order is not a restriction; it is @
pathway to joy and stability.
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Breaking Down Barriers to God’s Order

In many homes, God's order is disrupted by pride, selfishness, and
unresolved conflict. Pride resists submission, insisting on one’s own way.
Selfishness puts personal desires above the good of the family. Unresolved
conflict breeds bitterness and division.

James 3:16 warns, “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion
and every evil thing are there.” If we want God'’s peace fo rule in our homes,
we must identify and remove anything that undermines His order.

Forgiveness plays a vital role in restoring harmony. Ephesians 4:32
commands us to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” Forgiveness is not excusing
wrong behavior but releasing the debt owed, just as Christ forgave us.

Communication as a Tool for Honor

Healthy communication is essential for maintaining God’s order.
Proverbs 15:1 says, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs
up anger.” Tone, timing, and choice of words matter. Listening is just as
important as speaking.

In a home that honors God, communication is used to build up, not
tear down. Words are chosen carefully to encourage, instruct, and express
love. Criticism is replaced with constructive feedback, and differences are
handled respectfully.

Restoring God’s Order When It's Been Broken

It God's order has been neglected, it is never too late to realign the
home with His design. The first step is humility — acknowledging where we
have gone astray and asking God for help.
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Joshua's declaration in Joshua 24:15 is a powerful starting point: “As
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” This decision must be
intfentional and accompanied by practical changes in daily routines, priorities,
and attitudes.

Parents may need to reset boundaries, reestablish spiritual leadership,
or model repentance before their children. Spouses may need to rebuild trust
through consistent love and faithfulness. Children may need to learn respect
through discipline and discipleship.

The Spiritual Atmosphere of the Home

The spiritual climate of a home is shaped by what we allow in. Prayer,
worship, and the Word create an atmosphere where God’s presence is
welcome. Conversely, constant negativity, strife, or unholy influences can
choke out the peace of God.

Deuteronomy 6:6—7 instructs, “And these words which | command you
today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way,
when you lie down, and when you rise up.” God's truth should be woven
into the fabric of family life.

The Role of Discipline in God’s Order

Discipline is part of God’s love. Hebrews 12:6 says, “For whom the
Lord loves He chastens.” In the home, discipline is not about punishment for
punishment’s sake but about correction that leads to growth.

Children thrive when boundaries are clear, consequences are

consistent, and discipline is administered with love. Discipline should always
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be paired with encouragement, so the child understands their value is never
diminished by their mistakes.

Serving One Another in Love

Galatians 5:13 tells us to “through love serve one another.” In a home
that honors God, every member takes on the role of a servant, looking for
ways to bless and support the others.

This might mean helping with chores without being asked, offering a
listening ear, or encouraging a family member who is struggling. Small acts
of service accumulate info a culture of honor and mutual care.

Practical Steps to Cultivate Honor and God’s Order at Home

1. Submit to Christ Daily — Make Jesus the head of your home by
starting each day in prayer and the Word (Ephesians 5:21).

2. Model Honor — Demonstrate respect toward each family member,
regardless of age or role (Romans 12:10).

3. Prioritize Communication — Schedule regular times for family
discussions, ensuring everyone's voice is heard (Proverbs 18:13).

4. Forgive Quickly — Keep short accounts and resolve conflicts
promptly (Ephesians 4:26-27).

5. Serve One Another — Look for ways to meet each other’s needs
without expecting repayment (Galatians 5:13).

6. Guard the Atmosphere — Fill your home with worship, gratitude,
and Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).

7. Maintain Boundaries — Establish clear expectations and lovingly
enforce them (Proverbs 22:6).
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A Prayer for Honor and God’s Order at Home

Lord Jesus, | thank You for the gift of family and for Your perfect design
for the home. | confess that without Your guidance, | cannot lead or serve
well. Forgive me for the times | have neglected Your order or acted in
selfishness. Help me to honor You in every relationship — as a spouse,
parent, child, or sibling. Fill my home with Your love, peace, and presence.
Teach us to serve one another, forgive quickly, and speak words that build
up. May our home reflect the beauty of Your Kingdom and be a light to all
who enter. In Your name, Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. Where in my home am | currently living out God’s order well2 Where
do | need to grow?

2. Have | been modeling honor to others, or have | allowed disrespect
to creep in¢

3. How can | improve my communication with my spouse, children, or
parents this week?

4. Are there areas where | need to seek forgiveness from a family
member?

5. What practical changes can | make to cultivate a godly atmosphere
at home?
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Living It Out

Living in honor and God’s order at home is not a one-time decision
but a daily practice. It means continually surrendering to Christ, choosing
humility, and putting others before ourselves. It involves creating rhythms that
keep God at the center — meals that begin with prayer, conversations that
speak life, and decisions that align with His Word.

When we follow God's order, the home becomes more than just @
dwelling place — it becomes a sanctuary where His peace dwells, where
relationships flourish, and where the next generation learns to walk in His
ways. By living this way, we not only bless our own families but also bear
witness to the world of the transforming power of God'’s love.
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CHAPTER 11
GIVING AND INCREASE

God's Kingdom operates on the principle that generosity opens the
door to blessing and increase, both in the spiritual and natural realms.

Key Scriptures: Luke 6:38; Malachi 3:10; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8;
Proverbs 11:24-25.

The Kingdom of God operates on principles that often seem upside-
down to the world. One of those principles is that giving leads to increase. In
the natural, giving something away seems like losing it. But in God’s
economy, giving is sowing — and every seed planted in faith produces a
harvest.

Luke 6:38 records the words of Jesus: “Give, and it will be given to
you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will
be put info your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be
measured back to you.” This is not a formula for manipulating God, but a
promise rooted in His nature. He is a giver, and when we align with His
nature, we enter into His flow of provision.

The Heart Behind Giving

God is far more concerned with why we give than with the amount we
give. 2 Corinthians 9:7 says, “So let each one give as he purposes in his
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” Cheerful
giving flows from gratitude, trust, and love — not from guilt or pressure.

When | give with the right heart, I'm acknowledging God as my source.
I'm declaring, “Everything | have comes from You, and | trust You to meet alll
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my needs.” Giving shifts my focus from scarcity to abundance, from fear of
lack to faith in God'’s sufficiency.

Giving as Worship

In Scripture, giving was always an act of worship. The Israelites brought
the first and best of their crops, herds, and income as offerings to God.
Proverbs 3:9—-10 says, “Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the
firstfruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your
vats will overflow with new wine.”

When | give, I'm not just meeting a need or supporting a ministry —
I'm honoring God. My offering is a declaration that He is first in my life, above
money, possessions, and personal comfort.

Tithes and Offerings

The tithe, meaning “tenth,” is a foundational principle in the Bible.
Malachi 3:10 instructs, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “If | will
not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing
that there will not be room enough to receive it.”

The tithe belongs to God — it is not an optional tip but an
acknowledgment that He owns it all. Offerings are what we give above and
beyond the tithe, often directed toward specific needs, missions, or acts of
generosity.

Sowing and Reaping
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:6, “He who sows sparingly will also reap

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” Giving is
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sowing, and like any farmer, we determine the size of our harvest by the size
of our planting.

The principle of sowing and reaping applies to every area of life —
finances, relationships, time, service, and encouragement. When | give
generously in any area, | can expect a multiplied return, though the form of
that return is determined by God.

Breaking the Fear of Lack

One of the greatest obstacles to giving is the fear of not having enough.
This fear keeps many from experiencing God’s abundance. The antidote to
fear is trust. Philippians 4:19 promises, “And my God shall supply all your
need according fo His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

When | choose to give in faith, even when it feels risky, I'm stepping out
of the world’s system of lack and into God'’s system of abundance. I'm
declaring that my security rests not in my bank account, but in my Provider.

Testimonies of Increase

Throughout my life and ministry, | have seen countless testimonies of
God’s faithfulness in response to giving. People who gave their last bit of food
or money, trusting God, saw miraculous provision. Businesses that honored
God with their profits experienced supernatural growth. Families that sowed
generously info missions reaped unexpected financial breakthroughs and
opportunities.

These stories remind me that giving is never loss — it is an investment
infto God’s Kingdom that yields eternal rewards and earthly provision.
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Giving Beyond Money

While financial giving is important, generosity is not limited to money.
God calls us to give our time, talents, encouragement, and resources to bless
others. Acts of service, mentoring someone in their faith, visiting the sick, or
offering hospitality are all forms of giving that carry eternal value.

Proverbs 11:25 says, “The generous soul will be made rich, and he
who waters will also be watered himself.” This verse is not confined to
finances. When | pour myself into others — through prayer, kindness, and
practical help — God ensures I'm refreshed in return.

Generosity as a Lifestyle

True increase comes when generosity becomes a lifestyle, not just an
occasional act. A lifestyle of giving means I'm continually looking for
opportunities to sow seeds — sometimes in ways that nobody sees but God.

Jesus taught in Matthew 6:3—4, “But when you do a charitable deed,
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your
charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
Himself reward you openly.” Hidden generosity carries a special blessing
because it's done solely for God's glory.

The Joy of Giving

One of the most overlooked aspects of giving is the joy it brings. Acts
20:35 reminds us of Jesus’ words: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
That blessing is not only the reward from God but also the inner fulfillment
that comes from knowing you have been part of His work in someone else’s

life.
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I've experienced times when giving brought such joy that it felt like | was
receiving more than the one | blessed. Giving aligns my heart with God's
heart, and His heart overflows with joy when His children are cared for.

Faith in the Harvest

Sowing requires faith, because there’s offen a gap between planting
and harvest. Just as a farmer trusts that the seed in the soil will produce in
due season, | must trust that my giving will yield fruit in God's timing.

Galatians 6:9 encourages me, “And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” Sometimes
the harvest is immediate, and sometimes it’s years later — but God's promise
IS sure.

Partnership in the Gospel

Giving is not just charity; it's partnership in the Gospel. Philippians
4:15-17 shows Paul commending the Philippian church for their financial
support of his ministry. He tells them, “Not that | seek the gift, but | seek the
fruit that abounds to your account.”

When | give to Kingdom work, | become a co-laborer with those
preaching the Gospel, discipling believers, and meeting needs in Jesus’
name. Every soul reached and every life changed through that work is fruit
credited fo my account in efernity.

Guarding Against Wrong Motives

It's possible to give for the wrong reasons — to impress others, gain
influence, or manipulate outcomes. Jesus warns in Matthew 6:1, “Take heed
that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them.
Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.”
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The only safe motive for giving is love for God and love for people.
When | give to be noticed or praised, I'm trading eternal reward for
temporary applause.

The Role of Stewardship

Increase is tied to stewardship. God blesses those who manage what
they have faithfully. In the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), the
master rewarded the servants who multiplied what they were entrusted with
and called the one who hid his talent “wicked and lazy.”

If | want God to entrust me with more, | must be faithful with what | have
now — whether it's a small income, limited time, or modest skills. Good
stewardship honors God and positions me for greater Kingdom impact.

The Multiplication Principle

Jesus demonstrated the multiplication principle when He fed thousands
with a few loaves and fish (Matthew 14:13-21). The miracle began when
someone gave what they had, no matter how small it seemed. Once in Jesus’
hands, it multiplied beyond imagination.

When | give my resources to Him, no matter how insignificant they
seem, He has the power to multiply them to meet needs | could never meet
on my own. This is the beauty of Kingdom economics — little becomes much
when surrendered to Jesus.

Practical Steps to Grow in Giving and Experience Increase

1. Acknowledge God as Your Source — Begin every act of giving with
the awareness that all you have belongs to Him (Psalm 24:1).
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2. Tithe Faithfully — Commit to bringing the first 10% of your income
to the Lord as an act of obedience and trust (Malachi 3:10).

3. Give Beyond the Tithe — Look for opportunities to sow offerings into
missions, benevolence, and Kingdom initiatives.

4. Give in Secret When Possible — Practice giving without seeking
recognition (Matthew 6:3-4).

5. Be Consistent, Not Just Occasional — Make generosity a lifestyle,
not a seasonal decision.

6. Pray Over Every Gift — Ask God to bless and multiply your seed for
His glory (2 Corinthians 9:10).

/. Expect a Harvest — Stand in faith for God’s promised return, trusting
His timing and method (Galatians 6:9).

8. Steward What You Have Well — Manage your resources wisely so
you are positioned to give more.

9. Give in Love, Not Obligation — Let your giving flow from a cheerful
heart (2 Corinthians 9:7).

10. Teach Generosity o Others — Model giving fo your family and
spiritual community so the principle of sowing and reaping continues fo
multiply.

A Prayer for Giving and Increase

Lord, | thank You for being my Provider and my Source. All that | have
comes from Your hand, and | willingly return to You what already belongs to
You. Teach me to give with joy, faith, and love. Break every fear of lack in my
life, and help me fo see giving as a privilege and an act of worship. Multiply
my seed sown so that it accomplishes Your will and advances Your Kingdom.
May my life overflow with generosity, reflecting Your heart to a world in need.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Reflection Questions
1. How do | currently view giving — as a loss or as a sowing
opportunity¢

2. Have | been faithful in tithing and offerings, or have | been holding
back out of fear?

3. In what non-financial ways can | give more generously to others?

4. What is one specific area of giving where | can increase this month?

5. Have | seen God’s provision after giving in faith¢ How can | share
that testimony to encourage others?

Living It Out

Giving and increase are not seasonal events but Kingdom principles
that work in every generation. When | give faithfully, cheerfully, and from a
place of love, | enter into God’s supernatural cycle of sowing and reaping.

My giving fuels the spread of the Gospel, meets needs, and brings glory to
God.

| choose to live with open hands, trusting that as | release what God
has entrusted to me, He will not only meet my needs but will also position me
to bless others abundantly. In His Kingdom, generosity is never loss — it is
always gain. And the greatest gain is not in what | receive, but in becoming
more like my Father, who gives freely and abundantly.
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CHAPTER 12

REST, PEACE, AND
PERSEVERANCE

The Christian life is a race that requires both rest in God's presence
and perseverance in His promises. True peace comes not from the absence
of trouble but from abiding in Christ, and rest is the fuel that empowers us to
endure fo the end.

Key Scriptures: Matthew 11:28-30; John 14:27; Hebrews 12:1-2;
Isaiah 26:3.

The Gift of Rest

Jesus extends an open invitation in Matthew 11:28-30: “Come to Me,
all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

This is more than physical rest; it is a soul-level rest that lifts the weight
of anxiety, guilt, and striving. In a world that glorifies busyness, rest is a radical
act of trust. It says, “I believe God is in control, even when | am not working.”

True rest begins with surrender. t's not simply stepping away from
activity but laying down self-reliance and choosing to depend on the Lord’s
strength.
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Sabbath as a Pattern

From creation itself, God set a pattern of rest. Genesis 2:2-3 tells us
that on the seventh day, God rested from all His work. He didn't rest because
He was tired — He rested to establish a rhythm for His people.

The Sabbath principle reminds me that life is more than endless toil.
Setting aside time to rest in God’s presence recharges my spirit, refocuses my
heart, and strengthens my body. When | neglect rest, | eventually pay for it
with burnout, frustration, or spiritual dryness.

Peace in the Midst of the Storm

Jesus said in John 14:27, “Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to
you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.”

The peace He offers is not dependent on circumstances. It is possible
to stand in the middle of chaos and still have a calm heart because my peace
flows from the unshakable presence of God.

When the disciples faced a violent storm on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus
was asleep in the boat (Mark 4:37-39). His rest was a declaration of trust in
the Father’s care. And when He spoke, the storm obeyed. That same peace
is available to me when | choose to trust His authority over every storm in my

life.
The Connection Between Rest and Perseverance
Rest is not the opposite of perseverance — it fuels it. A runner who

never pauses to breathe will collapse before the finish line. In the same way,
spiritual perseverance requires seasons of renewal in God’s presence.
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Hebrews 12:1-2 encourages me, “Let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.”
Endurance comes from keeping my eyes on Jesus, drawing strength from
Him, and refusing to quit when the journey feels long.

Guarding the Mind for Peace

Isaiah 26:3 promises, “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind
is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.” Peace is not an accident — it is
the result of deliberate focus. When | fix my thoughts on God'’s promises
instead of my problems, | open the door for His peace to rule in my heart.

The enemy knows that stealing my peace makes me vulnerable to fear,
doubt, and discouragement. That’s why | must be intentional about guarding
my thought life. Philippians 4:8 gives me the filter: think on what is true, noble,
just, pure, lovely, and praiseworthy.

Choosing Rest in a Restless World

We live in a culture that equates worth with productivity. But in God's
Kingdom, my value is not based on output — it's rooted in identity. | am
loved because | am His, not because of what | accomplish.

Choosing rest in a restless world requires resisting the pressure to
constantly prove myself. It means scheduling time for prayer, worship, and
simply being with God, even when deadlines and demands scream for my
attention.

Rest is a form of spiritual warfare. When | refuse to be ruled by hurry or
fear of lack, | am declaring my trust in God'’s sufficiency.
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The Enemies of Rest and Peace
Several forces work against rest and peace in the life of a believer:

1. Busyness — Filling every moment with activity leaves no room to
hear God'’s voice.

2. Worry — Anxious thoughts rob the heart of peace and create
constant unrest.

3. Unresolved Conflict — Bitterness and unforgiveness keep the soul in
turmoil.

4. Disobedience — Walking outside God'’s will produces unrest, as the
conscience is unsettled.

5. Lack of Trust — When | try to control outcomes instead of trusting
God, my heart cannot rest.

The answer to these enemies is not “rying harder” but leaning deeper
info the presence of Jesus. Rest and peace are fruits of abiding in Him.

Perseverance: The Long View of Faith

The Christian journey is not a sprint; it's a lifelong race. Perseverance
means continuing in faith despite trials, delays, or disappointments. James
1:2-4 tells me to “count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

Trials are not evidence that God has abandoned me; they are
opportunities for my faith to grow stronger. Perseverance keeps me moving
forward when feelings say quit.
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Examples of Perseverance in Scripture

- Noah — Spent decades building an ark with no sign of rain, trusting
God's word.

- Abraham — Waited 25 years for the promised son, holding on to
God'’s covenant.

- Joseph — Endured betrayal, slavery, and prison before seeing God's
plan unfold.

- Paul — Faced beatings, imprisonment, and shipwreck, yet finished his
course with joy.

These examples remind me that perseverance is possible when my faith
rests on God’s character, not on my circumstances.

Peace as a Guard

Philippians 4:6—7 says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known
to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

God’s peace acts like a sentry over my mind and emotions. It doesn't
just comfort me; it protects me from being overwhelmed by fear or confusion.

When | choose prayer over panic, gratitude over grumbling, and faith
over fear, | invite that peace to take its place as the guardian of my heart.

The Power of Stillness
Psalm 46:10 commands, “Be still, and know that | am God.” Stillness

is not inactivity — it is active surrender. It is the discipline of quieting my soul
so | can hear God's voice clearly.
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In stillness, | am reminded that He is God and | am not. My job is to
obey and trust; His job is to lead and provide.

Perseverance and Eternal Perspective

The key to enduring faithfully is keeping an eternal perspective. Paul
wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, “For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,
while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are
not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which
are not seen are eternal.”

When | remember that my trials are temporary and my reward eternal,
it changes how | respond. | can persevere with joy, knowing that nothing |
suffer is wasted in God'’s hands.

Rest as an Act of Faith

Hebrews 4:9—-11 declares that there remains a rest for the people of
God, and that we should be diligent to entfer that rest. This may sound
paradoxical — how can we be diligent about resting? Yet it takes intentional
faith to stop striving and trust God’s work.

Rest is not laziness; it is confidence in His finished work. Perseverance is
not frantic striving; it is steady obedience empowered by His Spirit. Together,
they form the balanced life of a disciple who endures to the end.

Practical Steps to Cultivate Rest, Peace, and Perseverance
1. Set Aside Daily Time with God — Start and end your day in prayer

and Scripture. Even a few minutes of focused time with Him can anchor your
heart.
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2. Practice Sabbath Rest — Schedule a regular time each week to rest
from work and refresh in God’s presence.

3. Guard Your Mind — Limit exposure to voices and media that stir
fear or unrest. Fill your thoughts with God’s Word.

4. Pray Instead of Worrying — Turn every anxious thought into a prayer
of trust (Philippians 4:6).

5. Stay in Fellowship — Surround yourself with believers who will
encourage you to keep going when you feel weary.

6. Focus on God's Promises — Keep Scriptures visible that remind you
of His peace and faithfulness.

7. Celebrate Small Victories — Acknowledge progress in your spiritual
walk to strengthen perseverance.

8. Remember Eternal Rewards — Keep your eyes on Jesus and the joy
that awaits beyond this life.

A Prayer for Rest, Peace, and Perseverance

Lord Jesus, | thank You for the gift of rest that refreshes my soul, for the
peace that guards my heart, and for the strength to persevere in faith. |
confess that | cannot run this race in my own power — | need Your Spirit to
sustain me. Teach me to come to You daily, to lay down my burdens, and to
trust in Your care. Help me stand firm in trials, to be still when You say “wait,”
and to move forward when You say “go.” May my life reflect the calm
assurance that You are in control, and may | finish my course with joy,
bringing glory to Your name. Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. What practical changes can | make this week to create space for
true rest in my life?

2. Where am | allowing anxiety to rob me of peace, and what Scriptures
can | stand on to reclaim it¢
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3. How have | seen God’s faithfulness in past trials, and how can that
encourage me to persevere now?

4. Am | trying fo finish the race in my own strength, or am | drawing
from God's power?

5. Who in my life needs to see the example of rest, peace, and
perseverance, and how can | model it for them?

Living It Out

Rest, peace, and perseverance are not optional extras in the Christian
walk — they are essential for finishing well. Without rest, | burn out. Without
peace, | am tossed by every storm. Without perseverance, | stop short of the
prize. But with Christ as my source, | can run with endurance, rest without
fear, and stand unshaken in the face of trials.

This week, | will infentionally slow my pace, breathe deeply in His
presence, and remember that the God who called me is faithful to carry me
through. My rest will be my weapon, my peace will be my shield, and my
perseverance will be my testimony.
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CHAPTER 13
ONE CHURCH, ONE HEAD

Jesus Christ is the sole Head of the Church, which is His body, united
across nations, cultures, and generations under His authority.

Key Scriptures: Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18; John 17:20-23.

The Church Belongs to Christ

The Church is not an organization founded by human leaders; it is the
living body of Christ, purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:28). Ephesians
1:22-23 says, “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who

|II

fills all in all.

This means Jesus alone has the authority to direct, correct, and lead
His people. Pastors, elders, and leaders are gifts to the Church, but they serve
under His lordship, not in place of it.

When | understand that Christ is the Head, | see that the Church is not
mine fo reshape according fo personal preference. It is His, and my role is to
align with His vision and will.

Unity in the Body
Jesus prayed in John 17 that all believers would be one, just as He and

the Father are one. This unity is not based on uniformity of style, culture, or
background, but on our shared life in Christ.
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In 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Paul writes, “For as the body is one and
has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body — whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free — and have all been
made to drink into one Spirit.”

Every believer, no matter their nationality, denomination, or
background, is part of the same body. That means | cannot despise, dismiss,
or disconnect from other believers without harming the whole.

Christ as the Source of Life and Direction

Just as a physical body receives life, coordination, and direction from
its head, the Church receives all these from Jesus. Colossians 2:19 warns
against “not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished
and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from

God.”

When the Church loses connection with Christ, it may continue in
outward activity but loses spiritual vitality. Programs, buildings, and traditions
can never replace the life-giving connection to the Head.

The Danger of Divisions

Paul addressed divisions in the Corinthian church, where some claimed
allegiance to Paul, others to Apollos, and others to Cephas (1 Corinthians
1:12-13). His response was clear: “Is Christ divided¢ Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul2”

When believers place their identity in leaders, movements, or
denominations above Christ, they fracture the unity of His body. Healthy
respect for leaders is biblical, but ultimate loyalty belongs to Jesus alone.
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The Global and Etemal Nature of the Church

The Church is bigger than any local congregation. It is global,
spanning every continent, and eternal, continuing beyond this age into
eternity with Christ. Hebrews 12:22-23 calls it “the church of the firstborn
who are registered in heaven.”

This perspective helps me value the Church beyond what | see in my
local setting. When | pray for the persecuted believers in another country or
support missions across the world, | am participating in the life of the one

Church.
The Church’s Mission Under One Head

Christ, as the Head, has given the Church a clear mission: to make
disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20). Any activity of the Church must
ultimately serve this purpose — bringing people into relationship with Jesus
and helping them grow in Him.

When local churches and ministries keep the mission of the Head at
the center, unity flourishes. When personal agendas or worldly priorities
replace it, division and stagnation set in.

Submission to Christ’s Authority

Being part of the one Church under one Head means submitting to
Jesus in all things. This is not just about church governance; it's about
personal discipleship. Ephesians 5:23 says, “Christ is head of the church;
and He is the Savior of the body.”

It | resist His leadership in my own life, | am resisting the Head of the
Church. But when | yield to Him, | experience the life, guidance, and
protection that come from being rightly connected to Him.

102 |Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



Faith, Timing, and Truth for Everyday Disciples

Mutual Care Within the Body

In the human body, every part matters, and the same is true for the
body of Christ. T Corinthians 12:25-26 says, “That there should be no
schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one
another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.”

This mutual care is not optional — it is essential. If | ignore the needs
of another believer because they are “not part of my group,” | am rejecting
the very design of the Head for His body. Every act of compassion, prayer,
encouragement, and service strengthens the whole.

Diversity of Gifts, One Spirit

Romans 12:4-6 reminds us that while we have many members with
different functions, we all belong to one body. Spiritual gifts vary — teaching,
serving, encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy — but all are given by
the same Spirit for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

This diversity is a strength, not a threat. It reflects the wisdom of the
Head in equipping His Church. Instead of competing, believers are called to
complete one another, working together to fulfill Christ’s mission.

Unity Through Love

Colossians 3:14 says, “But above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection.” Love is the glue that holds the body together. Without
it, unity is superficial and temporary. With it, the Church can endure offense,
misunderstanding, and cultural differences without fragmenting.
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This love is not just a warm feeling; it is a choice to act for the good of

others, even at personal cost. It is the same love Christ demonstrated when
He laid down His life for His friends (John 15:13).

Guarding Against False Teaching

One way the enemy tries to weaken the unity of the body is through
false teaching that undermines the authority of Christ or distorts His gospel.
Ephesians 4:14 warns us not to be “tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men.”

Staying anchored to the Head requires holding fast to sound doctrine,
testing all teaching against Scripture, and being sensitive to the guidance of
the Holy Spirit.

The Role of Church Leadership

While Christ is the Head, He appoints leaders — apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers — to equip the saints for the work of
ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12). Healthy leadership recognizes that its authority
is delegated and exercised in service, not control.

True spiritual leadership points people to Christ, not to itself. When
leaders operate in humility and obedience to the Head, the whole body
grows in maturity and unity.

Spiritual Maturity and Growth

The purpose of being under one Head is not just to preserve order but
to grow info the full measure of Christ. Ephesians 4:15-16 says, “But,
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things info Him who is the head
— Christ — from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
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every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.”

Spiritual maturity is marked by love, truth, service, and Christlikeness.
When each member does their part, the whole body thrives.

The Witness of a United Church

Jesus said in John 13:35, “By this all will know that you are My disciples,
it you have love for one another.” Unity in the Church is one of the most
powerful witnesses to the world that Jesus is real.

A divided church contradicts its message; a united church amplifies it.
When believers live in harmony under the leadership of Christ, the world sees
a supernatural love that cannot be explained apart from Him.

Practical Steps to Live in Unity Under One Head

1. Stay Connected to Christ — Spend regular time in prayer, worship,
and Scripture so that your personal life flows from His leadership (Colossians
2:19).

2. Value Every Member — Treat every believer as important, regardless
of background, gift, or role (1 Corinthians 12:25).

3. Guard Your Words — Speak life, encouragement, and truth in love.
Avoid gossip, slander, and divisive speech (Ephesians 4:29).

4. Honor Spiritual Leaders — Support and pray for pastors and leaders,
while remembering that their role is to serve Christ as the true Head (Hebrews
13:17).

5. Serve Where You Are Planted — Be faithful in your local fellowship
while keeping a heart for the global Church (Galatians 6:10).

6. Reject Division — Refuse to align yourself with factions, favoritism,
or leader-worship (1 Corinthians 1:10-13).
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7. Work for Reconciliation — Where there is conflict, be proactive in
seeking peace and restoration (Matthew 5:23-24).

8. Live the Mission — Keep the Great Commission at the center of your
personal and corporate priorities (Matthew 28:18-20).

A Prayer for the Unity of the Church

Lord Jesus, You are the Head of the Church, and we are Your body.
Forgive us for the times we have allowed pride, preference, or division to
weaken our unity. Teach us to love one another as You have loved us. Help
us to stay connected to You, our source of life and direction. Knit us together
in purpose and mission, so that the world may see Your glory through our
oneness. Use us, Lord, to advance Your Kingdom, and let our unity be a
testimony that You are Lord over all. Amen.

Reflection Questions

1. How does understanding that Jesus is the Head of the Church
change my view of leadership and authority in the body?

2. Have | ever placed loyalty to a leader, group, or denomination
above loyalty to Christe If so, how can | realign my heart?

3. In what ways can | strengthen unity within my local fellowship?

4. How can | support the global Church and believers in other parts of
the world?

5. What role has God given me in the body, and am | fulfilling it
faithfully?

Living [t Out

| will live as a faithful member of Christ’s body, keeping Him as my
Head and my ultimate source of authority and direction. | will honor and love
other believers, recognizing that we are one family with one purpose. | will
reject division and work for reconciliation whenever possible. | will use my
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gifts to serve, my words to build up, and my life to bear witness to the truth
that Jesus is Lord of His Church. And | will keep my eyes fixed on Him,
knowing that in His leadership there is perfect unity, direction, and life.
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CHAPTER 14

LIVING THE ABUNDANT LIFE

Jesus came not fo give us a life of mere survival, but a life overflowing
with His presence, provision, and purpose.

Key Scripture: John 10:10 — “The thief does not come except to steal,
and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.”

Defining Abundant Life

When Jesus spoke of giving us “life more abundantly,” He was not
promising a trouble-free existence. He was speaking of a quality of life that
only comes from Him — a life marked by peace in the storm, joy that cannot
be stolen, and provision that flows from Heaven. Abundant life is not
measured by bank accounts or possessions but by the richness of our
relationship with God.

Psalm 16:11 declares, “You will show me the path of life; in Your
presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
This is the core of the abundant life — His presence.

The Enemy’s Strategy

Jesus made it clear that there is a thief whose mission is to steal, kill,
and destroy. The enemy aims to steal your peace, kill your joy, and destroy
your faith. He whispers lies that make you question God'’s goodness, distracts
you with the cares of life, and tempts you to settle for less than God's best.
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But Jesus came to reverse the works of the enemy. 1 John 3:8 reminds
us, “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy
the works of the devil.” Abundant life is our inheritance as believers, and we
must guard it diligently.

Abundance Begins with Salvation

The abundant life begins the moment you receive Jesus as Lord and
Savior. Without Him, no matter how much you have in the natural, your soul
remains empty. Matthew 16:26 asks, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and loses his own soul2”

True abundance is rooted in eternal life. Everything else flows from this
foundation. When we are born again, the Spirit of God dwells within us,
bringing life, light, and transformation.

Walking in Kingdom Provision

God'’s definition of abundance includes provision for every need —
spiritual, emotional, and physical. Philippians 4:19 says, “And my God shall
supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Notice,
it says all your need — not just some.

This means we can trust Him with our finances, our health, our
relationships, and our future. But it also means that abundance offen comes
with stewardship — managing what He provides with faithfulness and
wisdom.

Abundance Through Obedience
In John 15:4-5, Jesus says, “Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch

cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless

109 |Page
© 2025 Glory to God Ministries International ™ 1978



How to be a Jesus disciple - about my Father’s business

you abide in Me. | am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,
and | in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

Obedience keeps us connected to the Vine. When we walk in His ways,
fruitfulness is the natural result. Disobedience cuts off the flow of life, not
because God withholds it, but because we step out of alignment with Him.

Contentment and Overflow

Abundant life is not just about receiving from God — it's about living
in such a way that His blessings overflow from us to others. Luke 6:38 says,
“Give, and it will be given fo you: good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

Contentment allows us to enjoy what we have, while generosity releases
even more. In God's economy, we are blessed to be a blessing.

Abundance in Every Season

The abundant life is not seasonal — it is a constant reality for those who
walk with the Lord. Psalm 1:3 describes the righteous person as, “He shall be
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.”

Even in dry seasons, the roots draw from a source that never runs dry.
This is the secret: our abundance is not based on circumstances but on the
unchanging nature of God.
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Fruitfulness as the Mark of Abundance

Jesus never described the abundant life as an idle or stagnant one. In
John 15:8 He says, “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit;
so you will be My disciples.”

The evidence that | am living in abundance is not in what | own, but in
what my life produces — love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).

Fruitfulness flows from intimacy with Christ. It is impossible to
manufacture true spiritual fruit apart from Him. Religion without relationship
produces only outward appearances; abiding in Jesus produces lasting
transformation.

Overcoming the Lies That Limit Abundance

The enemy will try to convince you that abundant life is not for you. He
will point to your past mistakes, your present struggles, or your perceived
inadequacies. But Jesus did not qualify His promise in John 10:10 — He
said, “I have come that they may have life.” If you belong to Him, you are
included in that “they.”

Romans 8:32 assures us, “He who did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us alll
things2” If God has already given His Son for me, | can be confident He will
also provide everything | need to walk in His purposes.

Abundance Is Not Self-Indulgence
One of the misunderstandings about the abundant life is thinking it’s
all about personal comfort or luxury. In reality, God’s abundance is often tied

to His assignments for us. He supplies so that we can accomplish His will. 2
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Corinthians 9:8 explains, “And God is able to make all grace abound toward
you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an
abundance for every good work.”

The blessing is not the end goal — it's the empowerment to fulfill His
calling. That's why the abundant life is deeply fulfilling: it’s not about chasing
what | want, but about living fully in what He wants.

Living Above Circumstances

Paul the Apostle modeled abundant living even in hardship. From a
prison cell, he wrote in Philippians 4:11-13, “Not that | speak in regard to
need, for | have learned in whatever state | am, to be content: | know how to
be abased, and | know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things | have
learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.
| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

This kind of abundance cannot be touched by external conditions. It is
anchored in Christ’s sufficiency. Whether | am in a season of plenty or of
challenge, | can still live in joy, peace, and purpose.

The Role of Gratitude in Abundance

Gratitude is a gateway to abundant living. Psalm 103:2 says, “Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.” When | remember what
God has done, my faith grows for what He will do next.

Gratitude shifts my focus from what | lack to the riches | already possess
in Christ. It closes the door to envy, comparison, and discontentment, and it
keeps my heart soft toward God and others.
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Abundance Requires Faith

Faith is the key that unlocks the abundance of God. Hebrews 11:6
reminds us, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.”

Faith doesn’t deny reality; it declares God's truth over it. When | face
lack, | declare His provision. When | face sickness, | declare His healing.
When | face fear, | declare His peace. Faith refuses to agree with the enemy’s
lies and chooses to stand on the promises of God.

Spiritual Warfare and Abundant Life

The abundant life is not free from opposition. The thief still tries to
invade, but we have authority in Christ to resist him. James 4:7 tells us,
“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

Submission to God and resistance to the enemy go hand in hand. |
cannot live abundantly while entertaining sin or compromise — | must
choose alignment with God's ways.

Practical Steps to Live the Abundant Life

1. Abide Daily in Christ — Spend intentional time in prayer, worship,
and the Word every day. Abundance flows from intimacy with Jesus (John
15:4-5).

2. Guard Your Heart — Refuse to entertain bitterness, fear, or unbelief.
Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the
issues of life.”

3. Walk in Obedience — Align your actions with God’s Word, even
when it’s inconvenient. Obedience opens the door to blessing (Deuteronomy
28:1-2).
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4. Give Generously — Be a channel, not a reservoir. Luke 6:38 teaches
that giving leads to overflow.

5. Speak Life — Declare God's promises over your circumstances.
Avoid agreeing with the enemy’s lies.

6. Choose Gratitude — Daily thank God for what He has done, is
doing, and will do. Gratitude attracts the awareness of abundance.

7. Stay Mission-Focused — Keep the Great Commission central in your
life. Abundant life is found in fulfilling His purpose, not in chasing personal
comfort,

8. Resist the Enemy — Stand firm in your authority as a child of God.
Submit to God, resist the devil, and watch him flee (James 4:7).

A Declaration Prayer for Abundant Life

Lord Jesus, | thank You that You came to give me life and life more
abundantly. | choose today to live in the fullness of all You have purchased
for me. | renounce every lie of the enemy that says | am lacking, unworthy, or
destined for defeat. | receive Your joy, Your peace, Your provision, and Your
purpose. Teach me to abide in You, to steward every blessing well, and to
overflow with generosity foward others. May my life be a testimony of Your
goodness and a light that draws others to You. Amen.

Reflection & Discussion Questions

1. In what areas of my life am | currently experiencing the abundance
Jesus promised?

2. Where am | settling for less than God'’s best, and what steps can |
take to change that?

3. How does my understanding of “abundance” align with Scripture’s
definition?

4. What practical changes can | make this week to cultivate gratitude
and generosity?
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5. How can | use the blessings in my life to advance the Kingdom of
God?

6. What lies of the enemy have | believed about my future, and what
truths from God’s Word can replace them?

Living the Message

Abundant life is not an unreachable dream — it is the daily reality
available to every believer who abides in Christ, trusts His promises, and lives
for His glory. It is not about having everything the world says you need, but
about having more of Him in every area of your life.

When | walk with Jesus, even in trials, | overflow with hope. Even in
seasons of need, | know my Shepherd will provide. And even in moments of
uncertainty, | rest in the unshakable truth that my life is hidden with Christ in
God.

Abundance is my inheritance. Not because | have earned it, but
because He has given it. My role is to receive it, live it, and share it — so that
others may taste and see that the Lord is good.
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FAQ — Frequently Asked Questions

1. How can | be sure that Jesus is truly Lord of my life?

Surrender is the key. Romans 10:9-10 teaches that we confess with our
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in our heart that God raised Him from the
dead. But true lordship is lived out daily — submitting your will to His Word,
allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you, and making choices that honor Him.

2. What if | don't feel strong in my faith?

Faith grows by hearing the Word (Romans 10:17), obeying what God
says, and seeing His faithfulness in your life. Even small steps of obedience
strengthen your spiritual muscles. Surround yourself with other believers who
can encourage you (Hebrews 10:24-25).

3. Can a Christian still struggle with fear, doubt, or temptation?

Yes. Even mature believers face struggles. The difference is that we now
have authority in Christ to overcome. James 4:7 says, “Submit to God. Resist
the devil and he will flee from you.” Struggles do not disqualify you — they
are opportunities to stand in victory.

4. How do | know if I'm hearing from God?

God speaks through His Word, through the inward witness of the Holy
Spirit, and sometimes through circumstances or wise counsel. His voice will
never contradict Scripture. Practice stillness before Him, and test what you

hear against the Bible (John 10:27).

5. What if | have failed in my walk with God?

Return quickly. T John 1:9 promises that if we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive and cleanse us. God is more eager to restore than
we are fo repent. Failure is not final when grace is received.
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6. How do | share my faith without fear?

Start with your testimony — your story of what Jesus has done for you.
Pray for boldness (Acts 4:29) and for God to prepare hearts. Remember, you
are not responsible for saving people — only for planting and watering the
seed.

7. Why is unity so important in the Church?

Jesus prayed for believers to be one so the world would believe (John
17:21). Division weakens our witness, but unity rooted in Christ’s truth
strengthens it.

8. Does God still heal, provide, and do miracles today?

Absolutely. Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.” His nature has not changed, and His power is still at work
through His people.

9. What is the abundant life Jesus promised?

It is not about material wealth, but about a life filled with His presence,
joy, peace, and purpose (John 10:10). Abundance flows from intimacy with
Him, obedience to His Word, and trust in His provision.

10. How can | keep growing spiritually?

Remain consistent in prayer, Bible study, fellowship, and service. Keep
a teachable heart and be willing to let the Holy Spirit shape every part of your
life. Philippians 1:6 assures us that He will finish the good work He started in
Us.
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Small Grou P Guide

This guide is designed to help groups engage deeply with the themes
of this book, apply biblical truths to real-life situations, and encourage one
another in faith. Each session can be adapted for weekly meetings or used
individually for personal study.

Session Format

1. Opening Prayer — Invite the Holy Spirit to guide discussion and
reveal truth.

2. Scripture Reading — Read key passages together.

3. Discussion — Use the questions provided for each chapter.

4. Application — Identify practical next steps as a group or individually.

5. Prayer Requests — Share and pray for one another’s needs.

Chapter-by-Chapter Discussion Prompts

Chapter 1 — First Love: Jesus Is Lord, My Lord
- What does it mean to make Jesus Lord and not just Savior?
- Share a moment when you had to choose obedience over comfort.

Chapter 2 — Faith over Fear: What the Thief Steals, Jesus Restores
- How has fear tried to rob you of God'’s promises?
- Share a testimony where Jesus restored what was lost.

Chapter 3 — “My Time Has Not Yet Come”: Walking in God’s Timing
- Why is it sometimes hard to wait for God’s timing?
- Discuss how to discern between waiting in faith and delaying in fear.
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Chapter 4 — Honoring Mary Biblically: Blessed, Not Worshiped
- What is the difference between biblical honor and unbiblical worship?
- How can we honor people without elevating them above Christ?

Chapter 5 — The Father’s House: Jesus at Twelve

- What can we learn from Jesus’ dedication to His Father’s work even
at a young age?

- How can we cultivate the same hunger for God'’s purposes?

Chapter 6 — Commandments vs. Traditions

- Have you ever confused tradition with God’s command?

- How can we keep God’s commands central while respecting
traditions?

Chapter 7 — Led by the Spirit: Hearing and Doing the Word
- Share a time when the Holy Spirit guided you to act or speak.
- How can we better recognize His leading daily?

Chapter 8 — Authority and Prayer in Jesus’ Name
- What does praying “in Jesus’ name” truly mean?
- Share a testimony of answered prayer when you prayed in faith.

Chapter 9 — Testimony: Freedom, Healing, and Provision
- How has your testimony impacted others?
- Which part of your story do you feel prompted to share more often?

Chapter 10 — Honor and God’s Order at Home

- How can biblical honor transform family relationships?

- What challenges have you faced in practicing God’s order in the
home?

Chapter 11 — Giving and Increase

- How has generosity impacted your spiritual life?
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- Discuss the connection between giving and trust in God.

Chapter 12 — Rest, Peace, and Perseverance
- How do you personally find rest in the Lord?
- Share a time when perseverance paid off spiritually.

Chapter 13 — One Church, One Head
- Why is unity under Christ’s headship vital to the Church?
- How can we guard against division in our circles of influence?

Chapter 14 — Living the Abundant Life
- What does abundance look like in your life right now?
- How can we help others experience the abundant life Jesus offers?

Group Application Ideas

- Testimony Night — Dedicate a meeting to sharing stories of God's
work.

- Prayer Partnership — Pair up members to pray for each other
throughout the week.

- Scripture Challenge — Memorize one key verse from each chapter
as a group.

- Service Project — Put faith into action through community outreach.

- Fasting Together — Choose a day to fast and seek God'’s direction.

Closing Encouragement

Small groups are more than Bible studies — they are families of faith.
As you meet, remember Hebrews 10:24-25: “Let us consider one another
in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together... but exhorting one another, and so much the more as
you see the Day approaching.”
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